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Introduction

Most Christians know the story of Jonah, but few understand its
message. Preachers have proclaimed the subject of the book to be doing
the will of God, chastening, evangelism, missions, or the grace of God.
All of these subjects are mentioned in the book, but the main theme is
the grace of God (Jonah 4:2). The drama of Jonah demonstrates the ex
tent of God's grace.
The people of Israel in Jonah's day, like many Christians in the
church today, were narrow and exclusive. God wanted His people and
His prophet to be mercy-minded and mission-minded. He desires the
same for us today. My prayer is that the Lord will use these studies to
help us be more gracious, more like our heavenly Father.

G. Michael Cocoris

Lesson One

God's Great Grace
Jonah 1:1, 2
#25041

THINK ABOUT IT
"Sin and despair like the sea waves cold,
Threaten the soul with infinite loss;
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross."
~JohnB. Towner (from "Grace Greater Than All Our Sin")

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
The Bible details God's grace over and over again. But are you
aware of just how great God's grace is?
The theme of the book of Jonah is God's grace and mercy. The
opening verses give us a picture of just how great God's grace really is.
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
" Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their
wickedness has come before Me" (Jonah 1:1, 2 NKJV).

I. Nineveh - A Great, Guilty, Gentile City
A. A Great City
To fully understand the depth of grace granted to the people of
Nineveh, one must understand something of the city. The fact that
Nineveh was a great city is mentioned four times in the book of Jonah
(1 :2; 3:2; 3:3; 4: 11). Once it is called "an exceedingly great city" (3:3).
Nineveh was a great city in many respects. In fact, it was one of
the greatest cities of ancient times. At the time of Jonah, it was the cap
ital of the mightiest monarchy in the world. It was also renown for its
wealth and art.
The greatness referred to here is no doubt a reference to its property
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and population. The size of Nineveh is given as a "three-day journey"
(3:3). A day's journey is generally considered to be 20 to 30 miles.
Ancient authorities describe Nineveh as being even larger than Babylon.
Its walls were 100 feet high and broad enough at the top to allow three
chariots to ride abreast. It had 1,500 lofty towers.
Jonah 4: 11 indicates that there were 120,000 children living inside
the city. It has been estimated that the total population, then, was be
tween 600,000 and one million. By ancient standards, Nineveh was im
mense! It was the New York, Tokyo, or Hong Kong of its day.

B. A Guilty City
Nineveh was not only great, it was also guilty. Its wickedness had
come to the attention of God (1:2). Nahum, who ministered after Jonah,
and preached against the sins of Nineveh (Nahum 1:1), said it was a
"bloody city full of lies and robbery" (Nahum 3:1). Nineveh was notori
ous for its atrocities. Its brutality made nations shudder.

C. A Gentile City
One other item should be noted concerning Nineveh. It was the
chief Gentile city of the time. In a sense, it was not only the capital of the
Assyrian empire, but of the whole Gentile world.
It is this fact that makes the commission of Jonah to go preach there
so remarkable. Had he been sent to Samaria or Jerusalem there would
have been nothing exceptional in his mission. But Jonah is the only
prophet in the Old Testament to be sent to a Gentile city.

II. Jonah Was A Great, Giving Prophet

A. A Great Prophet
We know that Jonah was a great prophet even before he received this
assignment. However, there is only one other reference to him in the Old
Testament outside the book that bears his name. 2 Kings 14:25 says that
he was from Gath-hepher which was three miles north of Nazareth in the
northern kingdom. In this passage Jonah prophesies that Jeroboam II
would restore certain territories to Israel. The incident occurred just as he
foretold. Thus, Jonah was a successful prophet who lived about 760 B.C.

B. A Giving Person
Jonah was not only a great prophet, he was a giving person. 2 Kings
14:25 calls him a servant, as well as a prophet. He was a prophet by pro
fession, but personally he was a servant. Jesus taught that the greatest
among men are the servants of men.

God's Great Grace
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III. Jehovah Is a Great, Gracious God
A. A Great God
The main figure in these verses is God Himself. Although they do
not say anything directly about God except that He commissioned Jonah
to go to Nineveh, these few words reveal several things about Him.
For example, the wickedness of Nineveh came to God's attention, so
He sent Jonah to preach there. That reminds us that God is holy and can
not tolerate evil. The biblical illustration of holiness is light. John says
that God is light (i.e., He is holy) and in Him is no darkness (i.e., sin) at all
(1 John 1:5). The light of God's holiness was like the light of the sun at
noon on a cloudless day. By contrast, there is no light in Nineveh. Their
darkness was like the darkness of a moonless, starless night at midnight.
God's insnuctions to preach against Nineveh indicate His justice. A
holy God judges sin. In chapter 3, God told Jonah to preach " ... the mes
sage that I tell you" (3:2). Jonah preached against sin (3:8) and predicted
judgment in 40 days (3:4).
B. A Gracious God
But judgment was not the purpose of Jonah's message. God want
ed Jonah to preach about sin and judgment so the Ninevites would be
lieve (3:5), and He could save them (3:9, 10). God saves because He is
merciful and gracious. His mercy extends to all. Jonah understood that
from the beginning (4:2).
The greatness of God's grace is seen in the fact that He is willing to
save all sinners and has made provision to do so. God's grace saves sin
ners, not just simple sinners, but serious sinners. He forgives traffic vio
lators; He also forgives felons!
All sin is sin, but some sin can harm more than just the sinner. For
example, covetousness is sin, but if it remains only in the heart of the sin
ner, it does less damage than if it goes a step further and leads to stealing
- which deprives another person of his property. Yet stolen property
can be returned or repaid. More serious is sexual sin which sometimes
cannot be repaired. By that logic, the most hideous of all is murder, for
life can never be replaced. These Ninevites were guilty of many mur
ders. Yet God wanted to forgive them.
Two of the greatest men in the Bible were murderers who were for
given - David in the Old Testament and Paul in the New Testament.
Conclusion
The point of the opening verses of the book of Jonah is that a gra-
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cious God commissioned a great, giving prophet to preach to a great,
guilty Gentile city.
The greatness of their guilt stands in contrast to the greatness of
God's grace. No matter how great or numerous your sins, God's grace is
great enough to forgive them. He already manifested that grace when He
sent His Son to die for your sins (Heb. 2:9).

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What was Jonah's mission? Is there any sense in which we have
a similar mission today?
2. How is the holiness of God demonstrated in these verses? What
does it mean that God is holy?
3. As believers, God commands us to be holy also. Is holiness evi
dent in your life? Are you approaching God's standard in this area?
What does it mean for a human being to be holy?
4 . After thinking about holiness, the topic of God's grace is un
doubtedly welcome. What do we have to do to receive God's grace?

Lesson Two

Are You Traveling in the
Right Direction?
Jonah 1:3
#25042

THINK ABOUT IT
"Mercy is for the merciful."
~Lord Byron

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
If I were to ask you, "How are things going?" you might mention a
problem or two. More likely you would say, "Good," or even, "Great."
That is good to hear, but as you go through your daily life, are you travel
ing in the right direction? Many Christians are making progress, but they
are traveling in the wrong direction.
Let me tell you a story about a man who was told to go in one direc
tion and went in another. From his experience, we can learn something
about our own journey.
I.

God's Commission

A.

Mercy-Minded

God is merciful and He wants us to be merciful. That's the direc
tion in which He wants us to move. Are you more merciful now than
you used to be?

B.

Mission-Minded

God not only desires that His children know He is merciful, and that
they be merciful, He also asks them to proclaim His matchless mercy to
all. Hence, the commission to Jonah to go to Nineveh and cry out against
it (1:2), i.e., preach (3:2). The message had to do with sin (1:2; 3:8),
judgment (1:2; 3:4) and salvation (3:9). Though the message was one of

11

12

Are You Traveling in the Right Direction?

judgment, the intent was to get the people of Nineveh to repent so God
could exercise His mercy and save them.
That mercy and mission is not limited to Jonah. Just before His cru
cifixion, Jesus informed His disciples that after His departure He would
send the Holy Spirit who would convict the world of sin and bring righ
teousness and judgment (John 16:18). Later, He told them to preach
something similar, namely, the forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47).
Thus, God commanded His children to communicate that message
and accomplish that mission. He wants us to be mission-minded, telling
everyone at home and abroad that God is merciful and longing to save.
The Hebrew word "Jonah" means "dove." A dove is a gentle bird
used as a messenger. Jonah is called to be a gentle messenger of grace.
Fly, gentle dove, to Nineveh.

II. Jonah's Choice
A. The Wrong Direction
God told "the dove" to spread his wings and fly to Nineveh. Instead,
Jonah headed toward Tarshish (1 :3). Nineveh was about 500 miles north
of Jonah's home town of Gath-hepher. He headed west to Tarshish in
southern Spain. His first stop was 75 miles southwest at the city of
Joppa. He was going in the wrong direction! Though Jonah probably
knew better, many today assume that by changing geography, they can
change their spiritual obligations. Did you ever notice how the word "es
cape" shows up in travel bureau literature?
Obviously, Jonah was going in the wrong direction; he was going
" ... from the presence of the Lord." Did he actually expect to escape
from the presence of the Lord? Was he ignorant of the omniscience and
omnipresence of God? Certainly Jonah knew the Lord and had knowl
edge of His attributes (cf. Jonah 4:2). Whether or not he was acquainted
with Psalm 139:7-12, which speaks of God's omnipresence, he obviously
knew the truth that there was no place in the universe a man could go to
escape the Lord.
What does the phrase "from the presence of the Lord" mean?
One possibility is that Jonah was bent on getting as far as possible from
the manifestation of the divine presence. The temple was in Palestine, and
God manifested His presence in the temple. However, Jonah lived in the
Northern Kingdom, and the temple was in Jerusalem (Southern Kingdom).
The one other possibility is that the phrase means he was resigning
from his prophetic office. In the Bible, "to stand in the presence" means,
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among other things, that you are ready and willing to serve and be sent
(cf. Luke 1:19). It was Jonah's duty and privilege to stand before God
and receive orders from Him. He had been content to do so until the
order to go to Nineveh. When that happened, he told the Lord, "If my of
ficial duty requires me to proclaim Your Word in Nineveh, I resign my
office." Jonah was not attempting to hide from the omnipresent Lord; he
was withdrawing himself from the service of the Lord.

B. Why Did Jonah Flee?
This is the only biblical case of a prophet refusing to carry out his
commission. What was his motive? Numerous suggestions have been
offered, including protection, pride, prestige, prejudice and patriotism.
1.

Was Jonah concerned about his personal protection from danger?
Nineveh was notorious for its violence, brutality and cruelty. The
Ninevites were the Nazis of their day. He definitely had reason to fear
for his life, and fear can keep a person from obeying the Word of God.
Was Jonah motivated by pride - family pride?
Assuming that the Assyrian hordes had made forages into Israel, it is
believed that there was justifiable hatred for them among the Jews.
There is even speculation that on one of these expeditions to Israel, the
Assyrians had laid siege to Gath-hepher, Jonah's home town. Several of
his loved ones, perhaps even his father and mother, had either suffered
injury or been killed. One expositor goes so far as to say, ''There is the
possibility that his own mother and father were slain before his eyes
when he was a boy" (Jonah, Dead or Alive, McGee, p. 13).

2.

Was Jonah motivated by prestige?
He had been a successful prophet. Israel had gained greater glory in
his day than at any time since the days of Solomon. By prophesying the
destruction of Nineveh, he would be injuring the professional reputation
he had gained in Jeroboam's court when he predicted Israel's expansion.
Was he afraid he would be embarrassed if the threats he uttered turned
out to be thunder without lightning? If so, he was more concerned for his
own glory than God's glory.

3.

4.

Was he prejudiced?
Is it possible he felt God was the God of Israel alone, and he did not
care to share his God with pagans? He would not have been the only
anti-Gentile Jew. Dr. A.T. Pierson said, "His national prejudice con
strued God's election of Israel as a rejection of all others. His religious
intolerance was mixed with no mercy for the heathen. His legal spirit

14

Are You Traveling in the Right Direction?

was inclined more to vengeance than to grace. His disloyal temper made
him willful and wayward" (Explore the Book, J. Sidlow Baxter, p. 158).
Was patriotism the reason for his flight?
According to this view, Jonah knew the Assyrians were a rising
world power destined to destroy Israel. This ardent patriot was also
aware of Nineveh's notorious brutality and cruelty. Thus, this lover of
his native land didn't want to see Israel conquered by someone as vicious
as the Assyrians. He was more concerned about the protection of his
country than about the promotion of God's kingdom.
Was Jonah a coward? A proud prophet? A bigot? Or a patriot?
Was he motivated by fear, hatred, jealousy, favoritism or patriotism?
This much is clear - Jonah got angry when God spared Nineveh
(cf. Jonah 4:1, 2). Whatever the explanation, Jonah wanted Assyria ex
cluded from God's grace. He was not mercy-minded or mission-minded.
He was narrow and exclusive, deliberately choosing to go in the opposite
direction of that which God desired. He was controlled by his pride and
prejudice, not by God's precepts and principles.
God wanted mercy; Jonah wanted judgment. God wanted salvation;
Jonah wanted annihilation. God wanted a mission of mercy; Jonah want
ed nothing to do with it. Jonah was simply out of sympathy and out of
step with what God wanted to do.
5.

Conclusion
The point is plain - If you are not mercy-minded or mission-mind
ed, you are not where God wants you. If you are not headed in that di
rection, you are moving in the wrong direction.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. How can you show mercy to those you come in contact with on a
daily basis? What does it mean to be mercy-minded?
2. God also wants us to be mission-minded? What does that mean
for you? How can you increase your mission-mindedness?
3. Have you ever felt like running from God, or from what you felt
He wanted you to do? As you read the book of Jonah, look for lessons
which will help you know what to do the next time you feel that way.
4. Have you ever let concern for your reputation keep you from
doing something
you knew you should do? How should you have acted
in that situation? Would you rather be popular with God or man?

Lesson Three

The Divine Design in Discipline
Jonah 1:4-17
#25043

THINK ABOUT IT
''That I may rise and stand, o'erthrow me, and bend
Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new."
~JohnDonne

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
The scripture clearly teaches that God chastens His children (Heb.
12:7-8). The question is why. Does God punish all those who sin, i.e.,
do Christians have to pay for their violations? Is that the purpose of dis
cipline? Is God like the executioner whose sole purpose is to punish?
What is the divine design in discipline?
To answer these questions, consider the classic case of God's chas
tening of one of His children, namely the story of Jonah. Let's begin
with Jonah's disobedience, and then we will study God's discipline.

I. Jonah's Disobedience
A. The Disobedience
God commissioned Jonah to preach to Nineveh. He intended that the
preaching against sin and the promise of judgment would cause the Ninevites
to turn to Him so He could save them. God's command to Jonah indicates
that His grace is universal; it extends to all. Jonah, however, did not want
God to extend His grace to the Assyrians. In an effort to resign his prophetic
office, he headed in another direction. Simply put, Jonah was disobedient
Jonah's disobedience, however, was not in the category of gross sin.
He did not kill or kidnap anyone. He did not commit adultery or idolatry.
He did not participate in robbery or riot. He just did not do his duty!
To fail to perform one's duty is disobedience.
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The Divine Design in Discipline
The Disaster

The path of disobedience leads downward. The story of Jonah is a
metaphor of this. Jonah went down to Joppa (1:3) and then down into a
ship (1:3, 5). Eventually he journeyed still further down when he was
pitched into the sea (1: 15). lTitimately he ended up down in the belly of
the great fish (1: 17). Jonah went down spiritually as well. He was fleeing
from the presence of the Lord. The path of self will is always downward.
If the path of disobedience is downward, the end is disaster. In his
descent he encountered the stormy seas of God, and the stormy emotions
of the sailors. He ended up in the stomach of a fish. When we disobey,
there are disastrous consequences from the Lord and from others.

II. God's Discipline

A. Grace to the Sailors
One way to view what happened to Jonah is to say that it was a dis
aster. But at the same time, God was exercising discipline in Jonah's life.
Jonah 1:4 says the Lord sent out a great wind.
What is divine discipline all about? Is God punishing Jonah? Is
there another purpose? But much of the story concerns the sailors on the
ship, not Jonah (cf. 1:5-16). What is to be learned from the story of the
sailors and what does it teach about God's chastening of His children?
Jonah 1:4 says the Lord sent a great wind on the sea. The result was
a mighty storm which tossed the ship around so much it was about to be
broken (1:4).
They cried to their gods.
The mariners, accustomed to storms on the Mediterranean, knew this
was no ordinary tempest. Storms on the Mediterranean usually did not
occur until late autumn. Consequently, they were afraid (cf. 1:5). They
immediately did two things. First, each man prayed to his god ( 1:5).
1.

2.

They cast the cargo overboard.
Second, they threw the cargo overboard to lighten the load (1:5).
They hoped that a lighter ship would be less likely to sink beneath the
swelling waves.
They chided Jonah.
Meanwhile, Jonah had found a spot in the bottom of the boat and
had fallen asleep (1:5). He had done this before the great wind produced
the tempest. There is nothing in the text to indicate why he was sleeping.
Jonah's sleep has been blamed on utter exhaustion, a nagging conscience
and despair. Sin often brings insensitivity to the situation. Rebels close
3.
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their eyes to their friendship with God and with those around them. Yet
his nap does not seem to indicate any insensitivity to the situation.
When the captain, who was doing everything he could to save the
ship, discovered that Jonah was sleeping, he woke him and urged him to
pray to his God (literally, the God) in order that they not perish (1 :6).
These men feared for their lives. Evidently Jonah prayed, but the storm
did not subside.
4.

They cast lots.
The seamen then concluded there must be someone on board who
was guilty of a great crime, and they decided to cast lots to discover who it
was (1 :7). In the Old Testament, and before the corning of the Holy Spirit
in the New Testament, God used the casting of lots (cf. Joshua 7: 16; 15: 1;
1 Sam. 14:36-42; Acts 1:26). We do not know for certain what they did
when they cast lots. The most common suggestion is that they marked
stones, put them in a vase or the fold of a garment, shook them and drew
one out. At any rate, God could, and did, control the outcome (Prov.
16:33). In this case He clearly did, and the lot landed on Jonah.
When Jonah was singled out by lot as the culprit, they naturally went
to see him. The questions they asked did not indicate that they doubted
the lot, but rather that they wanted Jonah to confess his guilt and disclose
his crime (1:8). Thus, they inquired about his occupation, country and
parentage to uncover what might have excited the wrath of the gods, so
they might be able to pronounce a just sentence on his crime. To his
credit, he did not lie or hide. He told them he was a Hebrew, a worshiper
of the God who created (and thus controlled) the whole earth, and that he
had resigned from his prophetic office (1:9-10).
When they heard that, they were very afraid (1: 10). The storm pro
claimed the omnipotence of God more powerfully than any sermon ever
could. Out of fear of Jonah's God, they dared not punish him.
5.

They continued to row.
They asked Jonah what to do that the sea might calm down (1:11).
Jonah confessed that he deserved to die for his disobedience and he was
willing to endure the punishment (1: 12). He could have suggested some
thing else, but he knew he was dealing with Almighty God, not gullible
man. He knew he could not escape Him.
The men did not want to carry out Jonah's self-imposed death sen
tence. They rowed hard (literally, "dug through"), putting forth every ef
fort to make land. Their noble efforts failed. The tempest grew worse.
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6.

They called on the Lord.
In fear and desperation they prayed. "Don't let us perish for this
man and don't charge us with innocent blood if we toss him overboard
(1:14)." Because of the storm, the lot and their inability to get to shore, it
was evident to them that God had caused the storm (1:14).

7.

They cast Jonah overboard.
They pitched Jonah into the sea, and it immediately ceased its
raging (1:17). The sudden cessation of the storm proved that the bad
weather had come because of Jonah and that they had not killed an
innocent man.
8. They cast themselves on the Lord.
This time they feared the Lord exceedingly (1:16; cf. also 1:5,
1: 10). There is a fear which is terror, and there is a fear which is rever
ence. This fear was a profound reverence for God. They offered a sac
rifice and vowed they would offer more in the future. In other words,
these men were converted.
The theme of the book of Jonah is the grace of God (4:2). That
grace is clearly seen in the story of the sailors. God was gracious to
them. He spared them physically and saved them spiritually.
God wants to save you by His grace. Just as they could not save
themselves by rowing harder, you cannot get to heaven by your own ef
forts. As one had to be sacrificed for them to be saved, so One was sacri
ficed for our sins that we might be saved. They were saved when they
ceased to try and began to trust. You need to do the same.
But isn't this a story about Jonah, not the sailors? Of chastening, not
conversion? The answer is yes, but the story of the seamen and their
conversion teaches something about saints and their chastening. The
whole point of the book is that God is gracious and wants to save the hea
then. Jonah didn't like that and ran the other way. So, God gave Jonah a
lesson in grace - He saved the sailors.

B. Grace to Jonah
God was not only gracious to Jonah by saving the sailors, He was
gracious to Jonah by saving Jonah. Jonah 1:4 says He sent a great wind.
Verse 17 says He prepared a great fish. The wind was for Jonah. God
could have let them all perish, but He didn't. He spared the sailors in the
storm, and He saved His servant in the stomach of a fish. God was gra
cious to the mariners and He was gracious to His man.

The Divine Design in Discipline
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Conclusion
The divine design in discipline is not just to punish, but to perfect.
In this case, God's discipline was to teach one of His servants that He is
gracious to all.
Perhaps there is an element of punishment in some discipline (cf.
"scourges" in Heb. 12:6), but the purpose is perfection, that is, maturity.
God wants to teach us and train us (Heb. 12: 10).
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Can you remember an instance in your life when God disciplined
you? What did you learn through the experience? Did you grow closer
to God as a result?
2. How does God discipline His children today? Can you list
things He has used for discipline in your life and in the lives of
Christians you know?
3. How should we respond when God disciplines us? What is
His purpose?
4. How did God use His discipline of Jonah to show grace to the
unsaved sailors? How might God act similarly today?
5. How did God show grace to Jonah through His discipline? How
does discipline show that God loves us? If you have children, relate
these questions to your relationship with them.

Lesson Four

Was Jonah's Fish Fact or Fiction?
Jonah 1:17
#25044

THINK ABOUT IT
"Seek not to understand that you may believe, but believe that
you may understand."
~Augustine

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Cohon wrote, "Obviously, to read the book of Jonah as history is to
become involved in a mesh of highly embarrassing miracles and to per
vert a great prophetic message into ludicrous nonsense."
Many other theologians have also concluded that Jonah is a fictional
allegory. Non-Christians have ridiculed the idea that a man could be
swallowed by a fish and live to tell about it.
Is Jonah a fish story that got out of hand? My personal opinion is
that the book of Jonah is fact, not fiction or fantasy. Jonah 1: 17 says,
"Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights." Consider several
observations concerning this man and his experience.

I. Jonah Was a Historical Person
A. Proof From the Book ofJonah
Was Jonah a real person? All the evidence indicates that he was.
The book itself presents him as a real person (1 :1) with an actual father
(1:1) and a genuine commission (1:1) to a real city (1:2).

B. Proof From the Rest of the Bible
Is there any information concerning Jonah outside this book?
2 Kings 14:24 refers to Jonah and his ministry under King Jeroboam II of
Israel. Jeroboam's historicity has been established. He was one of the
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greatest and longest reigning kings that ruled over the Northern
Kingdom. He excelled in military prowess so that his dominance be
came almost as extensive as David's had been, which was a fulfillment of
Jonah's prediction. If Jeroboam, who fulfilled Jonah's prophecy, was a
real person, then we have good reason to believe that Jonah was as well.
But was the Jonah of 2 Kings the same individual as the one in the
book which bears his name? In both cases, Jonah is called the son of
Amittai, and neither the name Jonah nor the name Amittai are found any
where else in the Old Testament.
C. Proof From Outside the Bible
In 2 Kings, Gath-hepher is recorded as Jonah's home town.
Archaeologists now identify that town with a village named Lel Meshed,
several miles north of Nazareth. According to a tradition which dates to
Jerome's time, Jonah was also buried there. His tomb is a sacred attrac
tion to visitors even to this day.

II. Jonah's Experience Was Historical
Nothing in the Book Suggests Otherwise
Even if Jonah was a historical person, was his experience inside the fish
necessarily historical? There is nothing in the book to suggest it is not. The
Bible does contain literary material, called parables, which are not historical.
But in those passages, people and places are not specifically named.
That is not true of the book of Jonah. Here, a man with a specific
name goes to a city which is not only named, but which is given a name
that every historian recognizes immediately as being a real place. An
unbiased reading indicates that the narrative was meant to be taken as a
record of fact.
The only reason this story has ever been questioned is because of the
presence of the supernatural in it. Many modern critics assume that any
narrative which contains incidents of the supernatural must be unreliable.
Apart from the admitted presence of striking miracles, there is nothing
whatever to suggest that this book is not historical.

A.

B.

Tradition Supports It
Tradition attests the historicity of the experience of Jonah. As a mat
ter of fact, the historical accuracy of the book has been an unbroken
Jewish tradition from the earliest times.
Until recently, the Christian church has also emphatically endorsed
this position. In the catacombs of Rome, no biblical representation is
found more often than that of Jonah. Jerome, Irenaeus, Augustine,
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Chrysostom, Martin Luther, John Calvin, and many others have affirmed
their belief in the historicity of the book of Jonah.

Scientifically, It Was Possible
Nevertheless, the question remains - can a fish really swallow a
man? Some have argued that whales are extremely rare in the
Mediterranean and have throats which are too small to swallow a man.
In the first place, the Bible does not say that Jonah was swallowed
by a whale, but by a "fish" (cf. Jonah 1: 17). The Hebrew word translat
ed "fish" can refer to a number of different kinds of sea creatures. The
idea that Jonah was swallowed by a whale was popularized by the King
James translation of "fish" as "whale" in Matthew 12:40. But the Greek
word in Matthew 12 means "huge fish, sea monster," not "whale". The
truth is, no one knows the specific species of sea creature.
Perhaps we ought to ask if there is any kind of sea creature known
to man that could have done this. The answer is yes. There are cases
on record of white sharks swallowing a horse, a reindeer minus its
horns and a whole sea cow about the size of an ox. Dr. Kelly L.
Seagraves claims there are probably 39 varieties of sea creatures which
could swallow a man (Biblical Research Monthly, Oct/Nov, 1980, p. 6).
But the miracle is not that Jonah was swallowed by a massive fish,
but that he stayed inside for three days and lived to tell about it. Is that
possible? Again, the answer is yes.
A whale is an air breathing mammal which cannot live without
oxygen. It has no gills and can only submerge as long as its air supply
will allow. All whales have an air storage chamber in their heads. This
chamber is an enlargement of the nasal sinus and, in large whales, can
measure 14 feet long by 7 feet high and 7 feet wide. If the whale takes
into its mouth any object too big to swallow, it thrusts it into this air
chamber. Whales have even been known to swim to the nearest land,
lie in shallow water, and eject the contents of this chamber.
A number of years ago, there was a report in a Cleveland newspa
per of a dog that was lost overboard from a whaler. It was found in the
head of a whale six days later alive and none the worse for the trip.
C.

D. Historically, It Has Happened
Being possible is one thing; actually happening is another. Are
there any cases of a man, not a dog, being swallowed by a fish and liv
ing to tell the tale? History records several experiences similar to
Jonah's. Probably the most famous incident has to do with a sailor
named James Bartley. Parade magazine, the supplement of the Sunday
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paper, referred to the case in August of 1981.
According to Parade, a young English sailor named James Bartley
was a crew member on the whaling ship, The Star of the East, in
February, 1891. While sailing in the waters off the Falkland Islands in
the south Atlantic, the crew spotted a sperm whale that later proved to be
80 feet long weighing 80 tons. As they closed in on the whale, they
pierced it with an eight foot harpoon. At that point, the whale slammed
its tail into one of the row boats, capsizing it
When the boat was righted, Bartley and another man were missing
and written off as dead. The crew managed to kill the whale and pull it
along side The Star of the East. They worked until midnight removing the
blubber. The next morning, using a derrick, the sailors hoisted the whale's
stomach to the deck of the ship. According to M. De Parville, science edi
tor of the Journal des Debats, who investigated the incident, Bartley was
found inside the stomach of the whale unconscious. When the sailors re
vived him, he behaved like a lunatic for two weeks. But within four
weeks he had fully recovered. For the rest of his life, his face, neck and
hands remained white, bleached by the whale's gastric juices.
Several similar cases have been documented in modern times.

E. God Did lt
Frankly, the issue is not the type of literature, the data from tradition, the
evidence of science, or the record of history. The issue is whether God did it
Jonah 1:17 says God prepared the great fish. The Hebrew word translated
"prepared" literally means "count, number, reckon, assign." God appointed
and ordained this fish for this job. He may or may not have created a special
fish, but if He is the God of creation, He could surely have arranged for this
minor miracle. If you believe in the God of the Bible Who is able to create
heaven and earth, man and fish, then it is not difficult to believe He ordained a
big fish (some whales have been measured at more than 90 feet) to gobble up
a little man. The question then is not how big was the fish, or how big was the
throat, or how large the air chamber or stomach, but how big is your God?

F

Christ Confirmed It

If there is still any doubt, consider one more factor - Christ conclusively
confirmed not only the historicity of Jonah, but also his experience in the fish.
In Matthew 12:39 and 40, He said, "An evil and adulterous genera
tion seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it e xcept the sign of
the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the
belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth."

Was Jonah's Fish Fact or Fiction?

25

Some even challenge those words, insisting that the Lord knew the
story was a fable and not a fact, but used it to illustrate a spiritual truth.
Clever, but not convincing. In Matthew 12:41, Jesus said, "The men of
Nineveh will rise in the judgment with this generation and condemn it,
because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater one
than Jonah is here."
I would believe the story of Jonah if for no other reason than Jesus
indicated it was true.

III. Jonah's Experience Is Spiritually Significant
A. The Truthfulness ofScripture
But why all the fuss? What's the significance of Jonah and his fish
story? For one thing, the truthfulness and trustworthiness of scripture are at
stake. If this event, reported as if it actually happened, really didn't take
place, then what else in the Bible is reported as fact, when it is really fiction?

B. An Illustration of Christ
Jesus used the story of Jonah as an illustration of His death and res
urrection. Jonah 1: 17 says, "Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days
and three nights." Jesus said the only sign He would give of Himself was
that, like Jonah, He would be three nights in the heart of the earth, mean
ing that He would die and three days later, like Jonah, come back.

Conclusion
It is reasonable to conclude that Jonah and his experience in the fish
are historical. But more important, his experience is an illustration of the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
The critical question is not whether you believe the events concern
ing Jonah, but whether you understand and believe the events concerning
Christ Whether or not you believe in Jonah's fish, may or may not have
consequences in your life. But whether or not you believe and trust in
Christ and His death and resurrection has definite eternal consequences
for you. If you don't believe that, you won't go to heaven. If you do be
lieve that, heaven is your future home (Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8).

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What other biblical stories are as amazing as the story of Jonah?
What do the stories say about our God?
2. Why do you think it is so hard for people today to believe that the
biblical miracles took place?
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3. Given the biblical evidence that Jesus believed the story of Jonah
to be true, how did He compare Himself to Jonah?
4. What would you say to someone who doubted the story of Jonah?
What if he was a fellow believer?
5. Ask your pastor to suggest a book which discusses biblical mira
cles and proofs for them.

Lesson Five

When You're in Deep Trouble
Jonah 2:1-10
#25045

THINK ABOUT IT
"In the hour of trial, Jesus plead for me,
Lest, by base denial, I depart from Thee;
When Thou seest me waver, with a look recall;
Nor for fear or favor suffer me to fall."
~ Spencer Lane

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
All of us have bad days. All of us encounter trouble. Job said,
"Man is born to trouble" (Job 5:7). "Man who is born of woman is of
few days and full of trouble" (Job 14:1).
What do you do when you 're in trouble? Responsible people proba
bly pray about it and then work their way out
What do you do when you're in deep trouble and it's your fault?
How do you pray then?
One of the most unusual and best known stories in the Old
Testament illustrates the only option you have when you' re in this kind
of trouble. God commissioned Jonah to preach to Nineveh. Jonah chose
to run in the opposite direction-a decision which got him into deep trou
ble. While he was asleep aboard the boat headed for Tarshish, God sent a
storm that almost destroyed the ship, the sailors and the saint. Though
they tried to avoid it, the sailors finally concluded that Jonah was the
cause and he had to be tossed overboard. So they took Jonah's advice
and threw him into the sea.
Picture Jonah sinking deeper and deeper. You' ve seen people
thrown into a swimming pool. For a few seconds they fall uncontrollably
down. In Jonah's case, it lasted for minutes.
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Pardon the pun, but Jonah was in deep water. To make matters
worse, he realized that had he not made a woefully wrong decision he
would not be there. What did he do then?
When Jonah was in the sea, he prayed. There are several problems
connected with that statement. In the first place, Jonah 2: 1 says Jonah
prayed to the Lord his God from the fish's belly. True, but the context of
the prayer inside the fish 's belly reveals that he also prayed while in the
sea before he was swallowed by the fish (cf. 2:3-7).
How could Jonah pray in the sea, when he was there because of his
own foolish disobedience to God? He was reaping what he had sown, so
he humbled himself in order to pray. The content of his prayer must be
carefully considered. The prayer can be divided into three parts-his
confession (2:2), his call (2:3-7) and his commitment (2:8-9).

I.

His Confession (2:2)
Jonah began his prayer with a confession, which, in a sense, was the
result of what happened while he was in the sea. He says, in essence,
"I was in deep trouble, I cried and You heard me."
The first part of this confession is virtually a quote from Psalm 18:6
or 120:1. As a matter of fact, the whole prayer is reminiscent of the
Psalms, indicating that Jonah had soaked his mind in scripture. Now, in a
situation where he was without the scripture, he could recall it. You need
to saturate your mind and memory with the Word of God now, so that
when you're in deep trouble, and possibly without a copy of the scrip
ture, you can recall and rely upon the truth of God.
Jonah's confession, then, is that when he was in deep trouble, in a
life threatening situation, in what seemed to be a place of irrecoverable
ruin, he cried out to the Lord and the Lord heard him. He describes this
in detail in 2:3-7.

II. His call (2:3-7)
A. The First Stanza (2:3, 4)
Jonah 2:3 describes Jonah's peril in the sea. He says, "You cast me
me; all
into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the floods surrounded
Your billows and Your waves passed over me (2:3)." Jonah is simply de
scribing his experience in the sea, sometimes alluding to the Psalms in
the process (cf. Psalm 42:7). Notice that he attributes the situation to
God, not the seamen. He says to God, "You cast me in the deep ... your
billows ... your waves." Luther said, "Jonah does not say, the waves and
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the billows of the sea went over me; but Thy waves and Thy billows, be
cause he felt in his conscience that the sea, with its waves and billows,
was the servant of God and His wrath to punish sin." Keil agrees that
"the seamen were merely the executors of the punishment inflicted upon
him by Jehovah."
Jonah 2:4 describes what he did - "Then I said, 'I have been cast
out of Your sight; yet I will look again toward Your holy temple (2:4).'"
In words reminiscent of Psalm 31:22 and 5:7, Jonah says, "Even though I
was cast by You from your protection and care, I will once more ap
proach Your presence" (cf. " look again toward Your holy temple").
Though cast off, he would once again enjoy the privilege of worship in
the temple at Jerusalem (Psalm 5:7).
The point is that when Jonah was in deep trouble - trouble he, him
self, caused by disobeying God - he still prayed to God and trusted God
to deliver him. The same basic idea is expressed in the second stanza.

B. The Second Stanza (2:5-7)
Jonah 2:5, 6 again describes Jonah's plight in the sea. Jonah 2:7 de
scribes again what Jonah did as he faced certain death in the deep " When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the Lord; and my
prayer went up to You, into Your holy temple" (2:7). When he was over
whelmed, he prayed.
Are you in the same trouble as Jonah was when he was hopelessly
twisted up in the seaweed in the deep, dark belly of the whale? Is it your
fault? Well, when you're so weak, so faint, that you can't do anything
else, pray. Trust God.

III.

His Commitment (2:8, 9)
Jonah 2:2-7 is a prayer that Jonah made in the fish's belly (cf. 2:1).
It recaps what happened to him in the sea (2:3, 5, 6). In the sea he prayed
(2:4, 7). He trusted the Lord, and the Lord answered by sending a large
fish to swallow Jonah. The swallowing of Jonah by the fish was an act of
preservation.
At this point, while still in the fish, Jonah makes a commitment to
the Lord (2:8, 9). "Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own
Mercy" (2:8) is an allusion to Psalm 31 :6. Those who trust idols or any
thing other than the Lord forsake mercy. Only the Lord is merciful. To
trust anything else is worthless. Salvation is of the Lord (2:9).
Jonah, having been delivered from physical death in the sea by the
Lord, makes a commitment to the Lord. He says, "I will sacrifice to You
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with the voice of thanksgiving" (2:9a; cf Lev. 7:12-14). Furthermore, he
says, "I will pay what I have vowed" (2:9b), which no doubt included
carrying out his commission to preach at Nineveh. Jonah learned his les
son the hard way. He was now confident that God would graciously
spare his life.
The unregenerate seamen got the point before this seasoned saint.
The mariners offered a sacrifice and made vows after the storm (cf. 1:16).
Jonah did not vow until after the storm and his sinking in the sea. Some
have to learn the hard way.
But at least he learned. Make sure you learn. After God answers
your prayer, praise Him for His grace.
Conclusion
This story illustrates that when Christians are in deep trouble, it is
necessary to cry out to the Lord for deliverance and to praise Him for His
grace when it comes. The message is that God is merciful. He is so mer
ciful that He even delights to deliver those whose deep trouble is their
own fault.
The beginning confession is the conclusion - "I was afflicted; I
cried, He answered" (2:2). The whole idea is summed up in the last
statement of the prayer - "Salvation [i.e. deliverance from a life-threat
ening situation] is of the Lord" (2:9).
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Have you ever been in a situation where all you could do was
pray? What did you do, and what did God do?

2. How might memorizing God's Word help you to pray in times of
trouble? What passages would be good to memorize?
3. How could Jonah view his uncomfortable situation as salvation?
Read Jonah 2:8. What grace was Jonah referring to?
4. Jonah saw God's hand all throughout his ordeal. What does that
teach you about difficult situations you find yourself in?

Lesson Six

The God of the Second Chance
Jonah 3:1-3
#24046

THINK ABOUT IT
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return to the Lord, and He will have
mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.
~ Isaiah 55:7

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Does God give second chances? What if you failed morally and
spiritually? What is meant by a "second chance"? To answer these ques
tions, consider Jonah 3: 1-3.

I. God Graciously Commissioned Jonah to Preach.
A. Before the Commission to Preach at Nineveh.
God graciously commissioned Jonah to the office of Prophet. All of
God's dealings with men are gracious. He saves by grace (Eph. 2:8) and
grants the privilege of service by His grace (cf. Rom. 12:3-8).

B.

When He Commissioned Jonah to Preach at Nineveh.
Later in life God came to Jonah and commissioned him to preach to
Nineveh (Jonah l: 1, 2). This command did not come to a novice, but to a
seasoned, successful professional.
If you have ever trusted Jesus as your Savior, you, like Jonah, have
been given a gift for service.
II. Jonah deliberately disobeyed.

A.

He Disobeyed.
God graciously granted Jonah a gift for service, but he disobeyed.
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Instead of going to Nineveh, like he was told, he headed in another di
rection - toward Tarshish (Jonah 1:3).
Seasoned servants sin. James, the half brother of Christ and the head
of the Jerusalem church, said, "We [notice that he included himself] all
stumble in many things (James 3:2)." John, the apostle whom Jesus
loved and who loved the Lord dearly (he was the only apostle who did
not flee when the Lord was crucified), said, "If we [notice that he also in
cluded himself] say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us (1 John 1:8; cf. also 1:10)."
B. He Deliberately Disobeyed.
Furthermore, seasoned servants deliberately sin. Jonah knew what
he was doing, and he did it anyway. David said, "Keep back your servant
also from presumptuous sins (Psalm 19:13)." The word "presumptuous"
literally means "willful." The Ryrie Study Bible says, "Presumptuous
sins are deliberate violations."
The writer to the Hebrews says, "If we sin willfully after we have re
ceived the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for
sins (Heb. 10:26)." Some argue this verse is not referring to a true be
liever. But the author said "we," including himself. Besides, Hebrews
10:30 proves that the passage is talking about genuine Christians. It says,
"TheLord will judge His people."
Face it. Don't be deceived. Believers deliberately sin. You know
that because you've done it. There is not a Christian reading these words
who has not deliberately sinned.

III. God Graciously Gave Jonah a Second Chance.
A. God Disciplined Jonah.
When Jonah deliberately sinned, God did not immediately punish
him, but He did immediately discipline him to teach him about grace.
God graciously created a storm. In the process He saved the seamen
(1:16). God's design was not to injure, but to instruct. He wanted Jonah
to obey and He wanted Jonah to understand that He was gracious.
Likewise, some of us have deliberately disobeyed and have been disci
plined. The question is, have you learned? Have you turned?
B. God spared Jonah.
He could have died in the deep when he was tossed overboard.
But instead, Jonah cried out to the Lord (2:2, 4, 7), and the Lord gra
ciously provided protection for his servant. Then after three days, God
delivered him safely to shore.
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C. God Re-missioned Jonah.
God could have said, "Okay Jonah, you've failed. I'm finished with
you. I've been kind not to kill you, but that doesn't mean I have to take
another chance with you. Go home and behave yourself."
But rather than God giving up on Jonah, the passage tell us, "Now the
word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, ' Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you (3: 1, 2).' "
God is the God of a second chance. If you have sinned, even will
fully and woefully, and will turn to the Lord, He will restore you in His
service. The gifts and callings of God are irrevocable (Rom. 11:29).
David sinned. He coveted, lied, stole, committed adultery and murder.
Yet God not only forgave him, God used him to write scripture!
Peter sinned. He cursed, lied and deliberately denied the Lord three
times to save his own skin. Yet God not only forgave him, He used him
on the Day of Pentecost to convert 3,000 people, and afterward God used
him to write two books of the New Testament.

Conclusion
God graciously grants sinful servants a second chance to serve Him.
So get back to the Lord, and get busy for Him.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Are there areas in your life where you wish God would give you
a second chance? How does Jonah's story encourage you?
2. Have you ever deliberately disobeyed God? How did you feel af
terwards? How did you get right with God again?
3. Do you think it would help you avoid deliberate sin if you could
really see its consequences as God sees them? What can you do to take
sin more seriously?
4. Read the Old Testament story of David. Did God give him sec
ond chances? How did David react when confronted with his sin? How
should we react?

Lesson Seven

The Heart of the Heavenly Father
Jonah 3:3-10
#25047

THINK ABOUT IT
"He does not save us because we are righteous, but because He
is gracious. He will not deliver us because there is something
good in us, but because there is everything good in Him."
~ Charles Spurgeon

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
This part of Jonah's story captures the essence of our Heavenly
Father's heart.

I.

The Sending of Jonah (3:1-4)
A. God Sent Him.
God commissioned Jonah to go to Nineveh, but Jonah went to
Tarshish instead. God could have just let him go. Had He done that,
Jonah would have spent the rest of his days in guilt, loneliness and self
ishness - guilt because he had disobeyed God, loneliness because he
had separated himself from his family and friends, and selfishness be
cause he was following a path of pure self-interest.
B. Jonah Went.
Jonah 3:3 says, "Nineveh was an exceeding great city, a three-day
journey in extent." A day's journey in that time was generally considered
to be 20 to 30 miles. If Jonah travelled three days into Nineveh, Nineveh
was 60 miles wide. That's a big city!
Archaeologists, however, have extensively excavated Nineveh and
have discovered that it was only three miles in length and less than a mile
and a half in breadth (Unger's Dictionary, p. 795). If it were that small,
how could Jonah travel three day's journey into it?
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Several solutions have been suggested - (1) Jonah did not walk
straight through the city. Rather, he wandered about, winding from one
street to another (cf. Keil, Minor Prophets, vol. I). Street preachers cer
tainly would not walk straight through the town without stopping. The
preacher would require an extended time at each place he delivered his
message; (2) Nineveh was 60 miles in circumference (Ryrie, Feinberg);
(3) Nineveh included suburbs. Such cities as Calah, 18 miles south,
Resen, Rehoboth and Ir, are listed in Genesis 10:11, 12 with Nineveh,
which is called a "great" or "principle" city. This seems the best solution.
At any rate, Jonah entered this great city and began to preach "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" (Jonah 3:4). This is a
message of judgment. The word translated "overthrown" literally means
"overturned." God is threatening to turn the city of Nineveh upside
down, to destroy it from its very foundations. This word was used of the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (cf. Gen. 19:21).
But this is also a message of grace. As Feinberg says, "Thewarning
of judgment was, in itself, a word of grace. A 40 day period was being
granted them in which to turn to God from their wicked ways" (p. 144).
That's the heart of God. He is gracious. True, He is holy and just,
but He delights to be merciful.

II. The Saving of Nineveh
A. The People Believed
The grace of God is not only seen in the sending of Jonah to Nineveh,
it is also seen in the saving of Nineveh (3:5-10). First, the people believed
God. Can we believe that this vast, populated metropolis was persuaded
by a single sermon of a lone prophet? It would be easier to believe that
they were amused or annoyed than that they readily accepted his message.
Why didn't these people, known for their violence, not attack him as a dis
turber of the peace? The greatest miracle of this miracle-filled book is
that Jonah delivered his message without insult or injury and, on top of
that, that the listeners responded positively to it. How did that happen?
Christ later said, "They repented at the preaching of Jonah" (Luke
11 :32). The book of Jonah only records a few words of Jonah's preach
ing - eight words in English (only five in Hebrew!). This is a summary
statement of a sermon which no doubt included information on who God
was, why He was going to judge, how to avoid the judgment, and possi
bly even Jonah's own testimony, especially his experience with the big
fish. The people of Nineveh had time to think and ask questions.
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There may be a hint in the words of the Lord when He said, "For as
Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites . .. " (Luke 11:30). Maybe it was his
person and not his preaching that impressed the Ninevites. Others, who have
been swallowed by a fish and lived, came out whitened. When the Ninevites
saw that bleached skin and blond hair, they couldn't help but wonder. It is
not unreasonable to assume that the story of the sailors (cf. chapter one) had
reached Nineveh even before Jonah. Archaeologists have discovered that
there was a great deal of travel during this period. If the Ninevites knew
about Jonah's experience and had it confirmed by reports from the seamen,
then Jonah himself was a sign of God's justice, power and mercy.
Therefore, the Ninevites believed. The text says that they believed
not Jonah, not the mariners, but God (3:5). To be rightly related to God,
you must believe Him and His Word, not just the preacher. They "pro
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth" (3:5). As feasting is regarded as an
appropriate celebration in a time of triumph, so fasting is appropriate dur
ing a season of sorrow. The sackcloth was a sign of mourning. Their sit
uation was desperate and they knew it. They got serious about their spir
itual condition and repented. The fasting and sackcloth were outward
indications of their inward attitude.

B.

The King Believed.

If multitudes of both young and old were repenting, it naturally
would not take long before those in high places heard about what was
happening. Sure enough, the passage records, "'Then word came to the
king of Nineveh ... " (3:6). How would he respond to the people becom
ing religious radicals because of some foreign fanatic? Well, lo and be
hold, "he arose from his throne and laid aside his robe, covered himself
with sackcloth and sat in ashes" (3:6). Sitting in ashes was a sign of deep
mourning (cf. Keil, p. 407).
The king not only personally repented, he also proclaimed a public
repentance. He decreed, "Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste
anything; do not let them eat, or drink water" (3:7). Why were the ani
mals included? Several ancient historians indicate that this was a cus
tom. Keil says, "Herodotus relates that the Persians, when mourning for
their general Masistios, who had fallen in the battle at Platea, shaved off
the hair from their horses and adds, 'Thus did the Barbarians in their way
mourn for the deceased Masistios'" (p. 408).
The royal edict specified that the people were not only to fast and cover
themselves with sackcloth, but also to "cry mightily to God" and "turn from
[their] evil way and from the violence that is in [their] hands" (3:8).
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C. God Repented
It worked! Jonah 3:10 says, "Then God saw their works, that they
turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He
had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it." The word
translated "relent" is the Hebrew word "repent." However, Numbers
23:19 says God does not repent (using the same Hebrew word as in
Jonah 3:10). Isn't God immutable (Mal. 3:6)? If He does not change,
how can He repent?
This is the language of appearance. God did not change; the
Ninevites did. Therefore, it appears that God did. God's character did
not change. God's purpose did not change. God hates sin, but promises
to punish sinners to get them to turn to Him for mercy. When they do,
He is consistent with His character and purpose not to punish. It appears
He changed; the reality is, they did.

Conclusion
Jonah 3: 1-10 illustrates that the heart of the heavenly Father is to
send His saints to preach so that He can save sinners. In a word, the heart
of God is a heart of grace.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Do you think Jonah's preaching was more powerful after his or
deal than it would have been before? What does this indicate about
God's ability to work even our failings into His plan for good?

2. Can you think of someone you know whose salvation would be
astonishing as that of the people of Nineveh? Does God want to save
that person? What can you do to be a Jonah in his or her life?
3. What does it mean when it says God "repented"? Does God
change His mind? Explain.
4. Think of the person who was a Jonah in your life-who first con
fronted you with the truth about God. How did you respond? Have you
ever thanked him or her?

Lesson Eight

The Cause, Course and Control ofAnger
Jonah 4:1-3
#25048

THINK ABOUT IT
The fool is destroyed by his own angry passions.
~Job 5:2

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Anger is universal. All of us have been angry at someone or something.
What causes anger and how can we control it? To answer those
questions, let's look at a man in the Bible who got angry. From his expe
rience we can learn something of the cause, course and control of anger.

I.

The Cause of Anger

Jonah 4:1 says, "But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became
angry." Displeasure precedes anger, and displeasure presupposes a desire
for a goal. Thus the order is - (1) a desire or goal; (2) failure or frustra
tion to achieve that desired end; (3) displeasure; (4) anger. In other
words, I want something; I don't get it; I don 't like that I didn't get it;
I get angry. The cause of anger is a blocked goal.
In this passage, Jonah is unhappy that God did not judge Nineveh, but
rather spared it (cf. Jonah 4:2). Ultimately, our anger involves God. An
angry person does not like the way God is governing the world, especially
the corner of the world that he is occupying at the moment. He feels that
he knows better and could do a better job than God. The anger may even
be directed at God for allowing or not allowing something to happen.

II. The Course of Anger
A. The Immediate Course
This passage traces Jonah's anger to its logical and ultimate conclusion.
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It does not, however, mention every phase through which it could or did go.
There is an immediate and ultimate course that anger takes. This passage
does not describe the immediate steps, only the ultimate end. But before
looking at the final destination, consider several stops along the way.
Psychologists teach that anger leads to bitterness or resentment If
resentment lingers, it will produce a negative attitude and depression.

B. The Ultimate Course
Psychologists tell us that there is something beyond depression.
According to them the course of anger/resentment/depression can ulti
mately lead to suicide. First there will be suicidal thoughts, then at
tempts, and ultimately success.
To sum up - a blocked goal produces frustration. Frustration can
produce anger, which can produce resentment. Resentment can lead to
a negative attitude and depression, which is the leading cause of sui
cide. Obviously more is involved, but such is the outline or course that
anger might take.
With that in mind, consider Jonah 4:3. Jonah was so angry, he want
ed to die. This needs to be clarified. He did not attempt suicide, but he
certainly wanted to die and he even prayed for it. Normally we pray for
life. In Jonah 2, even Jonah did that (cf. Jonah 2:7). But now he prays for
death. Anger will make a normally rational person do irrational things.
Jonah didn't die. The sailors could not kill him, even by throwing
him overboard. The Lord did not take his life, and Jonah at least had
enough sense and presence of mind not to attempt suicide. But others
have followed the course to the end and lost their lives. So, let's ask how
can one control anger? The question is not what is the cure for it; the
question is how do we control it.

III.

The Control of Anger

A. What Not to Do
There are four things a person can do with his anger - express it,
suppress it, repress it, or confess it
When you express anger improperly, you blow up. That is usually
socially damaging because you say and do things that hurt others. Losing
your temper is no way to get rid of anger.
When you repress anger, you clam up. That is often psychologically
damaging. It's like trying to close a suitcase that is too full. You put the
lid down on one side and it comes up on the other. You don't confess it
to the one you're mad at, and so it comes out at someone else. You don't
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get mad at your boss; you repress it, and it comes out at home toward
your mate or children, or both.
When you suppress it, you lock it up and try to forget it. That is al
ways psychologically damaging. The result will usually entail all or part
of the course of anger already discussed.

B. What to Do
The fourth and best way to deal with anger is to confess it. I do not
mean all anger is sin. It isn't. Nor do I mean to imply all anger must be
confessed as sin. The word "confess" does not mean "confessed sin"; we
confess Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:9)! The word "confess" simply means "to
acknowledge, to admit." Jonah wrote this book, so he was obviously ad
mitting his anger by penning these words.
Secular psychologists suggest you should admit anger and vent it.
Carol Travis admits that "getting anger off your chest" only makes you
angrier, but you need to at least acknowledge it.
Jonah 4: 1-3 illustrates the first step - confess your anger to the
Lord. The rest of the chapter teaches that you should listen to the Lord.
Ultimately, the answer is to forgive and to accept God 's viewpoint in
stead of your own.

Conclusion
Christians should deal with anger by admitting it at least to the Lord
and then listening to what He says by studying His Word.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Think of a situation in your life that made you very angry. Can
you identify the steps anger took in that situation? How did you handle
it, and how could you have handled it better?
2. How does anger involve God? If we realized that God was pre
sent in every situation of our lives, would that help us deal with our anger?
3. Can there be valid anger? Was Jesus ever angry? What is the
difference between righteous and unrighteous anger?
4. What is the proper way to express anger?
5. Ephesians 4:26 tells us not to let the sun go down on our anger.
What does this verse mean, and how can you incorporate its principle
into your life?

Lesson Nine

Beyond Obedience
Jonah 4:4-11
#25049

THINK ABOUT IT
"Oh, brother man, fold to thy heart thy brother;
Where pity dwells, the peace of God is there."
~ John GreenleafWhittier

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
If someone surveyed the saints to determine what they think God
wants from them, I suspect most would say, "Obedience." Clearly, there
is scriptural support for such an answer.
But there is something beyond obedience. It's possible to be obedi
ent and still not be where God wants you.
What is beyond obedience? To answer that question, let us consider
Jonah 4:4-11.

I.

Jonah Had a Bad Attitude (4:4).

A. God Commissioned Jonah.
The book of Jonah begins with a commissioning service. God com
manded Jonah to go to Nineveh to preach against it (1 :2). Jonah dis
obeyed. The Lord then designed a course in obedience training. It con
sisted of a storm, sailors and an experience of sinking in the sea. As he
was sinking, Jonah got the point - God wanted obedience! So he cried
out to the Lord, and God graciously prepared a great fish to save his life.

B. Jonah Obeyed.
Jonah preached, Nineveh believed and God spared the city from the
just judgment about to fall on it (3: 10). If the point of the book of Jonah
were obedience, then the book would have ended with the close of chap
ter 3, where it is recorded that Jonah learned his lesson. But it doesn't
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end there, which means obedience is not the only point of the book.
Now, you would think chapter 4 would portray Jonah as ecstatic
over what had happened. The conversion of Nineveh was the greatest
evangelistic effort by one man in one month in the history of the world.
But instead of being glad, Jonah was sad (and that's putting it mildly).

C. Jonah Had a Bad Attitude.
The truth is, Jonah was angry because God graciously spared
Nineveh! Jonah had a bad attitude toward what God was doing. Jonah 4
is the story of God dealing with Jonah's attitude. God asked, "Is it right
for you to be angry?" (4:4). Jonah didn't answer!
God desires more than external obedience; He wants a proper inter
nal attitude too. Are you listening to the Word of God? That's good.
That's where God wants you. But how is your attitude? If you're obey
ing grudgingly, you're not where God wants you.
II. God Desires an Attitude of Compassion (4:4-11).
God taught Jonah the attitude He wanted him to have first indirectly
through an object lesson (4:4-8) and then directly through a series of
questions (4:9-11).

Taught Indirectly
Instead of answering God's questions about his attitude, Jonah
camped on the east side of the city to see what would become of it
(4:5). The east side of Nineveh is bounded by mountains from which
Jonah could overlook the city. On that mountainside he built himself a
"shelter" and sat under it in the shade. The Hebrew word translated
"shelter" means "thicket, booth." It was used of a crude, temporary
shelter for cattle, and for the booths the Israelites lived in during the
week of the Feast of Tabernacles.
Sitting in the shade of the shelter, he waited. There is a debate con
cerning when the wait took place. Was it before or after the 40 days had
passed? Keil argues that Jonah did not become irritated and angry until
after the forty days. He says, "God's question, 'Is it right for you to be
angry?' (4:4), gave Jonah hope. He interpreted the question to be in har
mony with his own inclination, as signifying that the judgment was only
postponed, not removed, and therefore resolved to wait in a hut outside
the city, and watch for the issue of the whole affair" (p. 14).
Burn depicts Jonah as thinking, "An earthquake might engulf
[Nineveh], or a fire consume it, or a hostile army dismantle it, or a revo
lution among its inhabitants resulting in ruin. Jonah would wait and see."

A.

Beyond Obedience
A person with a bad attitude will do anything to justify himself -
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even
using God to attempt to vindicate his cause.
Apparently, Jonah 's temporary tabernacle didn't last long. The
booths erected for the Feast of Tabernacles only lasted eight days. Jonah
evidently waited that long or longer. The leaves of his shelter began to
dry out and disintegrate. The rays of the sun beat through the bare
branches, making Jonah uncomfortable.
God then prepared a "plant" to grow over Jonah "that it might be
shade for his head to deliver him from his misery" (4:6). What kind of
plant could grow that big, that high and in that short a period of time?
Possibilities include an ivory branch, a vine, a cucumber plant, or even a
castor oil plant. Feinberg concludes it was a "ricinus plant, the Palma
Christi, which is native to India, Palestine, Arabia, Africa and eastern
Europe. It attains to a height usually from eight to ten feet. The plant has
large leaves and grows up in a few days, but it is easily withered by any
injury to the tender stalk" (p. 150).
Whether the plant was a natural plant native to the region or a supernat
ural one prepared just for Jonah, the point is that God graciously supplied
physical comfort to His servant, even while he was completely opposed to
God's plan. At least Jonah was "very grateful for the plant" (4:6). Yet, as
Feinberg points out, "Because of this shade afforded him, Jonah was now as
exceedingly glad as he was exceedingly angry at the beginning of the chap
ter. This is the only place in the book where it is said of Jonah that he was
glad and it was a selfish joy over his own comfort" (p. 150). God had more
in mind than physical comfort; He wanted to teach Jonah a spiritual lesson.
The next verse says, "But as morning dawned the next day God pre
pared a worm, and it so damaged the plant that it withered" (4:7). The
word "worm," which is in the singular, may be used collectively of a
swarm of destructive creatures. It is common in that part of the world for
a swarm of insects to strip plants of all their foliage in one humid night.
" When the sun arose...God prepared a vehement east wind; and the
sun beat on Jonah's head, so that he grew faint. Then he wished death for
himself, and said, 'It is better for me to die than to live'" (4:8). The re
moval of the plant's welcome shade would have been bad enough, but to
add to Jonah's misery, God sent a sultry east wind. The idea of a breeze
on a hot summer day sounds refreshing, but it definitely wasn't in this
case . This hot wind was suffocating. It was unbearable.
It was so bad that Jonah almost fainted from sun stroke and again
wished for death. What did God want, and why did He do all this to Jonah?
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B. Taught Directly
God now asks, "Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?"
Jonah snaps back, "It is right for me to be angry, even to death!" (4:9).
God asks a second question which sums up everything that has taken
place in Jonah 4:4-8 and skillfully makes His point to Jonah- "You have
had pity on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow,
which came up in a night and perished in a night. And should I not pity
Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty
thousand persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their
left, and also much livestock?" (4: 10-11).
Not to be able to distinguish between the right hand and the left is a
description of mental infancy. Usually children can tell their left from
their right by the age of seven. (If the number of children under seven is
one-fifth of the total population, then the city of Nineveh had 600,000 in
habitants. Cf. Keil, p. 416.) Children cannot distinguish between right
and left; nor can they distinguish good from evil. They have not yet
reached the age of accountability.
God's point is simply this - "Jonah, if you could have pity for one
small shrub which you neither planted, nor labored over, nor caused to
grow, can I not have compassion on creatures I created, innocent crea
tures. Besides, look at all the livestock. Are not sheep superior to
shrubs? If you can grieve over the loss of one mere plant, can I not be
concerned over hundreds and thousands of animals and humans?"

Conclusion
God doesn't want mere external obedience; He desires an internal at
titude of compassion.
There are several lessons to be learned from Jonah's experience on
the east side of Nineveh. Anger must be replaced with compassion. An
angry person must recognize his anger by admitting it to himself and to
the Lord. But after he recognizes his anger, he also needs to remove it by
seeking forgiveness. The ultimate answer is to replace it with love (cf.
Eph. 4:31-32).
Another great lesson from this passage is that God wants a proper at
titude. Outward obedience is not enough. God desires a proper attitude.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Do you find Jonah's attitudes and conversations with God re
markable? Think about it carefully. Do your attitudes and thoughts to
ward God ever parallel Jonah's?
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2. Do you find God's patience with Jonah remarkable? Does that
encourage you to realize how great His patience is with you as well?
3. What does God desire more than obedience? Oswald Chambers
said, "The only thing better than right-doing is right-being." Explain his
statement in light of this lesson.
4. What did God teach Jonah by first giving him a protecting plant
and then causing it to die? What has God taught you through this study?

Lesson Ten

The Extent of God's Grace
#25050

THINK ABOUT IT
There's a wideness in God's mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There's a kindness in His justice
Which is beyond liberty.
~Faber

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Charles Reade once wrote, "Jonah is the most beautiful story ever
written within so small a compass. It contains forty-eight verses and
1328 English words. ... There is growth of character, a distinct plot
worked out without haste or crudity. Only a great artist could have hit on
a perfect proportion between dialogue and narrative" (Scroggie, Know
Your Bible, vol. 1, pp. 159-160).
Reade is right Jonah is a beautiful story, artistically told. The basic
plot is known by almost everyone, certainly anyone who has ever attend
ed Sunday School. Yet, sad to say, many have missed the point of this
lovely, skillful, well-known tale.
It is surprizing that there is so little agreement concerning the central
theme of the book. One author says it is - "A Disobedient Servant"
Another book says the theme is - "A great Gentile city repents and
turns to God under the reluctant preaching of the prophet Jonah." The
book has been called - "The greatest missionary book in the Old
Testament, if not the whole Bible."
Is the subject of this book - (1) disobedience; (2) missions; (3) God's
love; or (4) none of the above? There is no doubt all of these topics and
themes are here, but what is the main subject? Why was this book written?
What is its purpose, and what lessons are we to learn from it?
The subject of Jonah is God's grace. Jonah 4:2 sums it up well.
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Jonah, in anger, told God, "You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to
anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents in doing harm."
The Hebrew word translated "gracious" means "to show favor, to be gra
cious." "Merciful" means "to be compassionate." "Lovingkindness"
means "goodness, kindness, mercy." It could also be translated "affec
tion," hence, the rendering, "lovingkindness."

I.

Jonah's Commission Reveals God's Grace (1:1-2:10).

A. Jonah's Commission
The book begins with God commissioning Jonah to go to Nineveh and
cry against it (1:2). The problem was Nineveh's great wickedness (l:2),
and the message was God's judgment (3:1-4, esp. v. 4). But the purpose
was God's grace (4:2). God wanted Jonah to preach judgment so that the
Ninevites would turn to God and He could save them by His grace. He
wanted to be merciful, kind, compassionate and loving to Nineveh.
B. Jonah's Course
Jonah said, "Now that's going too far! These people are wicked, vi
olent and cruel." Furthermore, they were the enemies of Israel. Like the
nation of Israel in his day and the church of Jesus Christ in our day, Jonah
was narrow and exclusive.
C. Jonah's Chastening
Jonah said, "No." Compare his reaction to the response of Hosea.
God told him to marry a prostitute, and he immediately did (Hosea
1:2, 3). God told Jonah to preach a sermon, and Jonah said, "No." The
disobedient prophet then departed for Spain, 1000 miles from home and
1500 miles from Nineveh. When a child deliberately disobeys, most par
ents get angry. But God is slow to anger. He lovingly sent a storm over
the sea to "shake things up." His purpose was not to punish, but to per
fect. He wanted to teach Jonah about His grace. He saved the sailors
(1:16), saved the ship and saved Jonah (1:17). As Jonah was sinking in
the sea, he cried out to the Lord (2:3, 4), and God graciously saved him
by preparing a great fish to swallow him.
D. Jonah's Confidence
Jonah 2 is a prayer. Jonah prayed inside the fish. It is not a prayer
of repentance, though it recalls his recent repentance in the sea. It is a
prayer of confidence that God will allow him to once again sacrifice and
pay his vows (2:9).
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II. Jonah's Re-commission Reveals Goo's Grace (3:1-4:11).
A. Jonah's Re-commission
The second part of the book begins in 3:1 with Jonah's re-commis
sion. God is so gracious that He gives sinful servants a second chance to
serve Him. This time, Jonah complied. The second time he obeyed,
which is better than some of us do.
B. Jonah's Compliance
Jonah preached and the people of Nineveh "believed God" (3:5).
Some people hear a preacher and don't believe him. Others listen and
believe in the preacher, but nothing else. Still others hear the message
and believe God. Do you have confidence in the messenger? That's
fine. But the issue is whether you believe, not him, but God.
C.

Nineveh's Conversion
The people of Nineveh believed; the nobles believed; the king be
lieved; to avoid God's judgment they proclaimed a fast which even ex
tended to the animals. God heard, God saw, and God answered. He
graciously spared the city of Nineveh. God's grace extends to the end
of the world. It is not limited to Israel or the church; God loves the
world (John 3:16). God's grace extends to the most extreme sinner. It
is not limited to the good and the godly, it goes all the way to the de
praved and the deplorable.

D.

Jonah's Complaint
In the fourth and final chapter, Jonah is angry because God was gra
cious. His narrow-minded exclusivism prevented him from rejoicing
over sinners getting saved!
Examine your own heart. Have you ever had an attitude toward any
one which said, "Don't change 'em, judge 'em!" That was Jonah's feeling.
E.

Jonah's Curriculum
God again graciously instructed His disobedient servant. After ex
pressing his anger toward God, Jonah retreated to the east side of the city,
built a shelter and waited in the shade to see what God would do. When
his shelter began to fail and fall apart, God "prepared a plant" (4:6) which
grew rapidly enough to shade Jonah. When God "prepared a worm"
(4:7) to destroy the plant, Jonah got so angry he wanted to die.
God then graciously and gently said that if Jonah could have con
cern and compassion on one small, tender plant, could He not have
concern and compassion for thousands of innocent children and ani
mals. With that, the book abruptly ends. But God had made His point.
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He is gracious and He wants His children to be gracious to everyone.
That's the point, and that's the purpose of the book of Jonah.
Conclusion
This book teaches us truth about God and lessons about how we can
live our lives. God's sovereignty is revealed in the fact that He sent a great
wind on the sea (1:4) and prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah (1:17). He
also prepared a plant (4:6), a worm (4:7) and a vehement east wind (4:8).
God is sovereign over nature including land, air, sea, animals and fish.
God is also gracious. He spared the ship (1:15), the seamen ( 1:16),
His servant (1: 17) and the savages (3:9). He then graciously taught
Jonah. No wonder the book of Jonah is read by Orthodox Jews on Yorn
Kippur, the Day of Atonement. On that day, blood is sprinkled on the
mercy seat.
The lesson for us in this book is that God wants us to be gracious.
We are to be mercy- minded, even loving our enemies. We are to be mis
sion-minded, bringing God's message of mercy to the ends of the earth.
Did Jonah ever learn that lesson? The book ends abruptly without saying
what Jonah's final response was. The answer, however, must have been
yes. He wrote the book! His method of teaching was not preaching, but
story-telling, and his greatest lesson was his autobiography.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Read the book of Jonah every day for a week. What lessons have
been cemented in your mind through reading this book?
2. Read the book of Hosea. How is God's grace evident through the
lessons He taught his prophet Hosea?
3. Has God ever taught you a lesson through nature the way He
taught Jonah with the plant and worm? What did He teach you?
4. Consider sharing what you have learned in this study of Jonah
with your family and friends. Let them know what God is teaching you.
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Introduction

One of Christ's last instructions to His disciples was the Great
Commission - to go into all the world and preach the gospel. The disci
ples took His words literally, spreading out across the known world, facing
opposition and violence, facing imprisonment and even death - but al
ways pressing on, always preaching the truth to anyone who would listen.
Over the last two thousand years the influence of the gospel has con
tinued to expand. No king or government, war or plague has been able to
stop its growth. Today you and I, living in a part of the world that the dis
ciples never dreamed of, continue to fulfill Christ's Great Commission.
The purpose of this study guide is to help you effectively spread the news
of Christ's death and resurrection, and the hope that this news offers the
human race. It is my prayer that using the information in this book, you
can know the wonderful experience of leading someone to Christ

G. Michael Cocoris

Lesson One

What is Evangelism?
#25051

THINK ABOUT IT
"This definition of evangelism consists of two basic elements:
information and intention. We are to inform people about the
good news of Jesus Christ and invite them to trust in Him as
their Savior."
- G. Michael Cocoris

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
When you hear the word, "evangelism," what comes to mind?
Many immediately imagine a huge auditorium, a crusade choir, a well
known evangelist, and a public invitation to accept Christ. Others think
of a godly Christian quietly letting his light shine while he works. Others
might even envision a zealous believer pummeling a prospective convert
on the street with Bible verses.
Defining evangelism is complicated by the fact that the word "evange
lize" is not in the Bible. As a matter of fact, the word did not even appear
in the English language until the 17th century. The problem is not that the
Bible does not address evangelism; it obviously does. The difficulty is that
the word "evangelize" is not in the English translation of the Bible. It is,
however, in the Greek text. To understand what the Bible says about this
subject, it is necessary to consult the Greek New Testament.

I.

"Evangel" means "good news."

A.

In Greek, "evangel" means "good news."
The Greek word "evangel" is a compound word made up of the
word "good" and the word "message." The literal meaning of the word,
then, is simply "good news." In vernacular Greek, it was used of any
good news, sacred or secular.
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B. In the New Testament, "evangel" means the good news about
Jesus Christ.
When this word was borrowed by the early Christians and used in
the New Testament, it denoted some particular good news; that is, the
good news about Jesus Christ (cf. Mark 1:1). The English translation of
the Greek word "evangel" is "gospel."
C. In Paul's writings, "evangel" is specifically the good news that
Jesus Christ died for sin and arose from the dead.
In 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Paul discusses the gospel in more detail.
This is the only passage in the New Testament which deliberately and
clearly defines the gospel.
Then, in verses 3-5, he explains the meaning of the term: Christ died
for our sins; Christ was buried; Christ arose; Christ was seen. Alongside
two of these four phrases, Paul adds, "According to the scriptures." This
indicates that the two basic elements of the gospel are that Christ died for
our sins and that He arose from the dead. (His burial and appearances are
added, because His burial is proof of His death, and the appearances are
proof of His resurrection.)
Whatever else evangelism is, it primarily deals with the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
II. "Evangelize" means to "announce the good news."

Announce any good news.
The Greek New Testament contains a second, related word that we
must understand. The word "evangelize" (the verb form of evangel)
means to " announce the good news" - any good news.
The Bible often uses this word in this general way. In
1 Thessalonians 3:6, Paul says, "Timothy came from you unto us and
brought us good tidings of your faith and love...." The phrase, "brought
us good tidings," is the Greek word "evangelize." This is the term "evan
gelize" used in its general sense.

A.

Announce the good news about Jesus Christ.
The term "evangelize" in the New Testament, however, is usually
translated, "preach the gospel," and refers specifically to the gospel of
Jesus Christ. In 1 Corinthians 1:7, Paul says, "Christ sent me not to bap
tize, but to preach the gospel" (literally, "not to baptize, but to evangelize'').
In 1 Corinthians 9: 16, Paul says, "Woe is me if I preach not the
gospel." In these, and many other passages, Paul is using the word evan
gelize, meaning to announce the good news of Jesus Christ.

B.
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1 Corinthians 15:3-5 teaches us that the good news about Christ specifi
cally includes His death and resurrection. So evangelism, in the New
Testament sense of the term, is to announce the good news that Jesus
Christ died for our sins and arose from the dead.

III. "Evangelism" is communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ with
the immediate purpose of converting to faith in Christ and the
ultimate goal of developing spiritual maturity.

A.

The immediate intent.

In the New Testament, Christians did not merely present the truth
about Christ. Rather, they presented truth about Christ in order to secure
a decision for Christ. It is true that they began with a proclamation of the
facts about Him, but the facts led to an appeal.
In Acts 14:15, Paul says, "We preach unto you that [in the Greek text
this is a purpose clause] you should turn from these vanities to the living
God." In Matthew 4:19, Jesus told the disciples He would make them
fishers of men. There is a purpose, or at least an intent, in fishing-to
catch fish. The immediate purpose or intent of announcing the gospel is
for people to trust in Christ.

B. The ultimate intent.
One cannot read the New Testament without being struck by the fact
that the ultimate goal was not just conversion, but conformity to Christ.
Paul said in Colossians 1, that he preached, "warning every man and
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man per
fect in Christ Jesus" (vs. 28). Thus, the ultimate intent of winning people
to Christ is to bring them to spiritual maturity.

Conclusion
Thus, evangelism is communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ with
the immediate intent of converting the hearer to faith in Christ and with
the ultimate intent of seeing him develop to spiritual maturity.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What is the literal meaning of the word "evangelism"? How could
this meaning be reflected in our attitude about, or approach to, witnessing?
2. What did Paul consider to be the two basic elements of the
gospel? Are these elements the main thrust of our witnessing? What
other issues might we be allowing to get in the way of these two elements
in our personal evangelism?
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3. What is the ultimate goal of evangelism? What does this imply
about the process of witnessing?

Lesson Two

Evangelism? Me?
#25052

THINK ABOUT IT
"Notice carefully to whom the Lord gave the command to evan
gelize. He did not give it to Caesar with his leagues at command
and the civilized world at his feet He did not give it to a compa
ny of intellectual giants who by sheer force of genius might do it.
Rather, He gave it to a small group of obscure Galileans."
~ G. Michael Cocoris

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Why should believers evangelize? What is the biblical basis for
evangelism? Consider Mark 16:14-18.

I. Christ chides unbelief (16:14).
A. The disciples did not believe.
Mark 16:14 tells us that the eleven disciples were eating together and
that they were still refusing to believe in Christ's resurrection. That's remark
able! The Lord had told them He was going to die and be raised (cf. Mark
8:31). After the crucifixion, He had sent them three announcements that He
was alive (cf. Mark 16:1-13). Yet, after all of that, they still did not believe.

B. Their unbeliefaffected their whole being.
The disciples' unbelief affected them radically. Verse 14 says the Lord
"upbraided them for their unbelief and hardness of heart." The unbelief
produced the hardness. The word "heart" here probably refers to the whole
spiritual person: his intelligence, emotion, and will. Their unbelief had
paralyzed them. They were shocked, stunned and almost stupefied.
C. Christ chides unbelief
In the midst of their meal and spiritual malady, the Lord manifest
ed Himself, and the text says that He "upbraided them." That means
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"to reproach, blame, or censure." They should have believed and
didn't, so the Lord sternly rebuked them to arouse them out of their un
belief and despondency.

II. Christ commands gospel preaching (16:15).
A. Jesus Christ commanded the disciples to go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature (16:15).
The Greek text literally says, "Going into all the world ... preach the
gospel ...." In other words, the command is not to go, but to preach.
The going is assumed; the preaching is commanded.
The command is to preach the gospel, but the overall commission in
cludes more. Verse 16 says, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved." Two observations need to be made at this point.
In the first place, when people believe, they are to be baptized.
Matthew's account of the Great Commission includes this and also goes
beyond it. That passage also says to teach them that are baptized. The
result of all of this is the establishment of a local church.
In the second place, this is not saying you have to be baptized to be
saved. It is simply saying, "believe and be baptized and you will be
saved." The presence of baptism does not bring salvation.
B. The command is to preach to all the world.
This great and glorious good news is to be preached in all the world.
On other occasions, Jesus said, "all nations" (Matt. 28: 19), or "among all
nations" (Luke 24:47). This is the Great Commission, because it in
cludes the whole world.
Tradition records that the apostles did not stay in Palestine. Rather,
they literally took the gospel to the ends of the earth.
C. The command is to preach to everyone.
In this passage, the command is not just to preach the gospel to all
parts of the world, but to everyone in the world. The gospel has gone to
every corner of the earth, but it has not yet reached everyone on the earth.

III. Christ will confirm the word (16:17, 18).
A. Christ promised confirming signs.
Mark 16:17 tells us that Christ promised that signs would follow
those who believe. It is obvious from the book of Acts that not every one
of these signs followed in every case. So Christ must be indicating that
miracles would be associated with the believing group.
Notice carefully that these are called "confirming" signs (vs. 20). Paul
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indicated that these types of miracles confirm the apostolic office (2 Cor.
12:12). The message and the messenger were to be confirmed by signs.

B.

Confirming signs occurred in Acts.
The book of Acts records that four of the five confirming signs oc
curred. Peter, Philip and Paul cast out demons (Acts 5:16, 8:17, 16:18).
Speaking in tongues occurred (Acts 2, 10, 19). Paul did not "take up" a
serpent, but one "took up" with him and he lived to tell about it (Acts
28:2). Peter and Paul healed the sick (Acts 3:6, 7; 9:34; 14:8-10).
There is nothing in Acts that indicates that anyone drank any poi
son, but church history contains a well-known story concerning the
apostle John. A fatal poison potion was prepared for him, and when he
drank it he was unhurt.
There is supernatural confirmation today.
While the confirming signs have passed off the scene, God still con
firms the word by changed lives. The Lord gave the command to evan
gelize to unbelieving disciples and promised them that as they went, their
message would be confirmed.

C.

Conclusion
The reason we are to evangelize is because the Lord commanded us
to do it.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Despite all the miracles the disciples saw, they still doubted
Christ's resurrection. What works of God in your own life do you over
look when you lapse into doubt?
2. To whom did Christ give the command to evangelize? What
kind of people were they? What does that imply about our own ability
to evangelize?
3. How does God confirm His message today? What does that imply
about the importance of lifestyle on our ability to witness effectively?

Lesson Three

What is the Gospel?
#25053

THINKABOUT IT
"The glorious gospel of the grace of God is the profound her
itage of the church and ministry for a lost world."
~ William Gilroy

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Many have misunderstood the gospel of the grace of God.
D.L. Moody, perhaps the most famous evangelist of the 19th century,
said in a sermon, "I think I had been a partaker of the gospel ten years be
fore I knew what the word meant"
A gospel singer being interviewed on a radio program was asked to
give his testimony. He said, "I felt unloved, rejected, alone and lonely. I
suffered from an inferiority complex. I struggled with insecurity. Then I
heard the gospel. I heard God loved me.... God's love changed my
life...." Is that the gospel?
At the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Nairobi, a
proclamation was made that said: "Thegospel always includes the respon
sibility to participate in the struggle for justice and human dignity, the obli
gation to denounce all that hinders human wholeness." Is that accurate?
What is the gospel?

I.

The word "gospel" in the New Testament is used in several
different ways.
A. The gospel of the kingdom.
The Greek word for "gospel" simply means "good news." In secular
Greek, it was a general term for any good news. In scripture it is more
specific. The word "gospel" became a more technical term for some "re
ligious" good news. Yet even within the New Testament the word
"gospel" is used in several different ways.
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John the Baptist announced the gospel of the kingdom
(Mark 1:14, 15). The gospel of the kingdom is the good news that the
Messiah will come to set up His kingdom as prophesied in the Old
Testament. Primarily the Gospels, and to some degree the book of
Acts, deal with this gospel.
B. The gospel of the grace ofGod.
The gospel of the grace of God is described in more detail in the epistles.
In the message defining evangelism, we looked specifically at
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 in detail and concluded that the gospel consists of two
basic elements: that Christ died for our sins and that He arose from the dead.
What is the relationship between the gospel of the kingdom and the
gospel of the grace of God? There are three possibilities: (1) the gospel
of the kingdom and the gospel of the grace of God are two different
things: (2) the gospel of the kingdom and the gospel of the grace of God
are identical; (3) the gospel of the kingdom and the gospel of the grace of
God are two parts of the same thing. I hold to this view because I believe
that the gospel of the kingdom includes the gospel of the grace of God.
II. The gospel in evangelism is the gospel of the grace of God.
The question is, which of these "gospels" is to be preached in evan
gelism? Is the gospel of the kingdom the primary message in evangelism
today? The answer is no. The gospel of the kingdom needs to be taught
today and will be preached during the Tribulation, which precedes the
second coming of Christ. However, the message in evangelism today
should be the gospel of the grace of God.

A. Jesus preached that message to His disciples.
Granted, John the Baptist and Jesus began preaching the gospel of
the kingdom, but later Jesus prepared His disciples for the message of the
gospel of the grace of God (cf. Mark 8:27-31).
B. Jesus presented the disciples with that message.
Furthermore, when Jesus said to preach the gospel to every creature,
He meant the gospel of His death and resurrection, i.e., the gospel of the
grace of God. It is obvious that this is what He had in mind when He
gave the Great Commission (cf. Luke 24:45, 46).
Peter preached that message.
Peter preached the death and resurrection of Christ on the day of
Pentecost. He preached the same message to the lame man who was
healed in Acts 3, and later to the Gentiles (Acts 10:37-41).

C.
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D. Paul preached that message.
Paul habitually preached the gospel of the grace of God
(cf. Acts 17:2, 3).

III.The gospel of grace should be preached today.
A. Some people mix salvation and social activism together and call it
the gospel.
The conclusion is obvious. The gospel of the grace of God was the
message in the evangelism of the first century and should be our message
today. But in many circles, the gospel of the grace of God is mixed with
social activism and called " the gospel." The meeting of the World
Council of Churches referred to earlier made that mistake.
Our message today is not the social gospel of reforming society, but
the gospel of grace intended to redeem sinners.

B.

Other people miss it altogether.

Many churches preach around the gospel but do not preach the
gospel. They believe the gospel but do not proclaim it. Many are
preaching the "gospel of God's love." The entire content of their mes
sage is that God loves you and will accept you. There is no mention of
sin, the cross, or the resurrection of Christ.
Please don't misunderstand. God does love us, but preaching God's
love without God's grace is not gospel preaching.
C.

The gospel of grace should be preached.

What the Great Commission demands, and what the apostles did
was preach the gospel of the grace of God.

Conclusion
The gospel to be proclaimed in evangelism today is the gospel of the
grace of God: that Christ died for our sins and arose from the dead.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. The gospel of the kingdom is primarily discussed in the gospels, and
the gospel of grace in the epistles. Why does the emphasis change from one
kind of gospel to the other after the death and resurrection of Christ?
2. Read Luke 24:45 and 46. What does the Great Commission
imply about the scope of our own personal witnessing efforts?
3. Why is the goal of redeeming sinners through evangelism more
important than the goal of reforming society through evangelism?
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4. How might an approach to witnessing that only deals with God's
love fail to bring the hearer to the point of true repentance?

Lesson Four

Are Tears Necessary for Repentance?
#25054

THINK ABOUT IT
"Do remember that no repentance is worth having which is not
perfectly consistent with faith in Christ."
~ Charles Spurgeon

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
This is an important question. The Lord Himself demanded that re
pentance be preached in all the world (Luke 24:47). God commands all
men to repent (Acts 17:30). Obviously, then, repentance is necessary for
salvation. If we must repent to be saved, and must preach repentance to
get other people saved, then we must know what repentance is.

I.

Repent means to change your mind.

A. Repentance is basically a change of mind.
The Greek work "repent" is a compound word. It is made up of the
word "after" and "mind." The root meaning of the Greek word for "re
pent" means "after-thought, or change of mind." It describes an inward
change of thinking or attitude.
Obviously, when someone changes his mind, there may be emotion
(and there may not be). When someone changes his mind, a change in
his course of action is also expected, but both of these are the result of re
pentance and not the nature of repentance.

II. In salvation passages, repentance can be distinguished, but not
separated, from faith.

In order to thoroughly understand repentance, one must understand
its relationship to faith. Sometimes repentance is mentioned in the Bible
as the one and only requirement (Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9). Many times,
howeve r, faith is said to be the only requirement for s alvation
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(cf. the 99 references to "believe" in the Gospel of John). Then, to com

plicate matters still further, a few times repentance and faith are linked
together (Mark 1:15; Acts 20:21; Heb. 6:1).
Based on the data gathered from the New Testament, we must con
clude that repentance and faith are not synonymous. When faith occurs
alone, it always implies repentance. Thus, faith and repentance cannot be
separated, but they ought to be distinguished.
Spurgeon said, "It is a great mystery. Faith is before repentance in
some of its acts and repentance before faith in another view of it; the fact
being that they have come into the soul together ... they are twins, and to
say which is the elder born passes my knowledge."

Conclusion
Repentance is a change of mind/attitude that is always a part of true
faith and is always necessary for true salvation. It is a change of mind
about sin, works, God and Christ which results in a turning to God.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. The word "repent" literally means "change of mind". What are
some of the things that you "changed your mind" about when you be
came a believer?
2. Repentance and faith are inseparable. Why is it impossible to ar
rive at true faith in Christ without undergoing an inward change of think
ing and attitude?
3. How would you react if a person you were witnessing to told you
that he wanted to be saved, but didn't want to repent just yet?
4. Both faith and repentance are necessary ingredients of salvation. How
are both of these ingredients addressed by the gospel of the grace of God?
5. What might be some of the results of repentance? How are those
results visible in our own lives when we witness to others?

Lesson Five

Is Faith a Leap in the Dark?
#25055

THINK ABOUT IT

"Faith is not belief when there is no evidence; faith is believ
ing the evidence. Faith is not built on ignorance, faith is built
on knowledge."
~ G. Michael Cocoris

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
If there is anything that is clear in the New Testament, it is that a per
son is saved by faith. If there is anything that is unclear today, it is the

nature of faith.
A college student once told me, "Faith is what you have when there
is no evidence." Is faith really this kind of leap in the dark? Is it believ
ing unsupported claims? Is faith a sophisticated synonym for supersti
tion? Does faith begin where proven facts end?
What is faith?

I.

Faith assumes recognition of truth.

Faith assumes knowledge, that is, the recognition of some informa
tion. This is self-evident. Before one can believe anything, one must
know about it. The Bible says, "How shall they believe on whom they
have not heard?" (Rom. 10:14). As though to emphasize this point, the
Bible sometimes puts "hearing" before "believing" (Acts 18:8; Eph. 1:13).
If faith presupposes knowledge, what does a person need to know?
A study of all the occurrences of "believe" and "faith" in the New
Testament reveals that a person must believe four things about Christ.
He must believe that Christ is God (John 20:31); that Christ is a man
(1 John 4:2), that He died (Rom. 3:25); and that He also rose from the
dead (Rom. 10:9).
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II. Faith is reception of truth.

A. Knowledge without acceptance is unbelief
The second element in faith is mental assent The knowledge received
about Christ must be accepted as truth. The most basic meaning of the Greek
words that are commonly translated as "believe" and "faith" is to "accept
something as true," or be persuaded or convinced that something is factual.
A person could have knowledge and yet not regard the information
as true. In other words, the person would not believe.
B. Knowledge plus acceptance is belief
On the other hand, if there is knowledge and acceptance, there is belief.
In the case of salvation, one must know that Jesus Christ is the God-man
who died for sin and rose from the dead, and accept that as factual and true.
ill. Faith is reliance on truth.

A. Acceptance without reliance is not faith.
The third element of faith is trust. The Greek words translated "believe"'
and "faith" mean "rely, trust, depend on." The concept is that of resting in, re
lying on, or depending in something or someone. Often, the New Testament
emphasizes this by adding a preposition after the word "believe." For exam
ple, John 3:36 says, "He that believeth on the Son has everlasting life."
B. Acceptance plus reliance is faith.
Faith, then, is acceptance plus reliance. To simply know about
Christ will not save. To accept the facts about Him as true will not save.
Even to acknowledge that Christ died for sin and literally rose from the
dead will not get one to heaven. One must believe on Christ, that is, depend on Him and trust Him. Saving faith is not believing a proposition
it is trusting a person. Only when one trusts Christ - that is, depends on
Him Who died and arose - is he saved.

Conclusion
Faith is accepting something as true and depending on it All that, of
course, assumes knowledge. Thus, faith is recognition, reception and reliance.
It should be pointed out that faith does not save. It is not magic.
There is no saving virtue in it. Christ saves. Faith is merely the means by
which the benefits of Christ's death are applied to the individual. The New
Testament does not teach that a person is saved on account of his faith, bu
always that he is saved through faith. Faith does not make, it takes.
The issue is not the amount of faith, but the object of faith. Jesus
said that faith the size of a mustard seed would do.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. The first element of faith is knowledge. Why is this element de
pendent upon evangelism? What particular knowledge must our witness
ing convey to make faith possible?

2. The second element of faith is mental assent. How do we nor
mally become convinced that something is true? What does that imply
about those who insist that faith is "a leap in the dark"?
3. The third element of faith is reliance. How can we communicate
our own reliance on God to those who are unsaved?
4. Why is the object of faith more important than the amount of faith?

Lesson Six

Don't Ask Jesus into Your Heart
#25056

THINK ABOUT IT
"And by Him all that believe are justified ...."
~Acts 13:39

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
After studying the New Testament for over a quarter of a century,
and talking to hundreds and thousands of people all over the United
States, I've come to the conclusion that the Bible does not teach that a
person gets saved by asking Jesus to come into his heart, or into his life.
I. The biblical expression for what a sinner needs to do is believe.
A. The gospel ofJohn.
There is only one book in the New Testament written for the ex
press purpose of getting a person saved, and that's the gospel of John.
The word "believe" occurs 99 times in that book (the word "repent"
does not occur once).
B. The book of Romans.
Furthermore, in Paul's most extended theological discussion of sal
vation, he uses one word, "faith," to tell us what we must do to be justi
fied before God. (In Greek, this is the same word as "believe."
"Believe" is the verb; "faith" is the noun.) In Romans, one whole chapter
is given to "faith." Paul strongly emphasized the need for faith.
There are other words used for what a sinner must do to be saved.
For example, "look," "come," and some other words are occasionally
used. But those are synonyms for faith.
II. No passage teaches that a sinner is saved by asking Jesus to
come into his heart.
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A. Revelation 3:20.
One of the most popular verses in the New Testament today for
leading people to Christ is Revelation 3:20. But that verse is not teach
ing that a sinner is saved by asking Jesus to come into his heart. Let's
look at that verse carefully.
The context of Revelation 3:20 is the Lord's letter to Laodicea In
verses 15-17, He issues a complaint against them. He tells them that
their works reveal that they are lukewarm in their commitment to service.
Their words reveal their self-sufficient attitude. He concludes His com
plaint by telling them that they are deceived, poor, blind and naked. All
of these terms are used elsewhere in the New Testament of believers
(cf. James 1:22; 1 Tim. 6: 18; 2 Pet. 1:9; Rev. 19:8; 1 Pet. 5:5).
Next, the Lord offers counsel to this church. He tells them that
they need to be faithful (vs. 18), fervent (vs. 19), and have fellowship
with one another (vs. 20). There is no question but that the Lord is
speaking to a church filled with saved people. In verse 19, He says,
"As many as I love I rebuke and chasten." Chastening is what the Lord
does to believers, not unbelievers. Granted, these people were half
hearted, self-content, and deceived about their spiritual need, but they
were believers nonetheless.
Now let's carefully look at Revelation 3:20. That verse says Christ
will "come in to" (that is, "in" and "to" are two different words), not
"come into" (one word). In other words, Revelation 3:20 is saying that
Christ will come in the church to the person, not that Christ will come into
the person. When He enters the church and comes before the person, He
will have dinner with him - that is, He will fellowship with him.
This is not a hair-splitting analysis of the English text. It is an accu
rate reflection of the Greek text. In the Greek text, "come in" is one
word. It is followed by a preposition that is translated "to." That con
struction occurs eight times in the New Testament, and every time it
means to enter into a building and stand before a person (Mark 6:25;
15:43; Luke 1:28; Acts 10:3; 11:3; 17:2; 28:8; Rev. 3:20).
If Jesus had meant that He would enter into the person, there is an
other construction that He would have used. That construction is used
136 times in the New Testament for entrance into a building, a city or
closet, and even a person. There are only four cases when this construc
tion means to enter into a person, and each one refers to demon posses
sion (cf. Mark 9:25; Luke 8:30; 22:3; John 13:27).
The point of Revelation 3:20 is that these lukewarm, self-content, spir
itually deceived believers had pushed God aside, and they needed fellow-
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ship and faithfulness. This verse is not teaching that a person is saved by
asking Jesus to come into his heart. It is not even talking about salvation!
B. John 1:12.
Nor is John 1:12 teaching that a person is to ask Jesus into his heart
or life. Again, let's consider the context and then the verse itself.
In John 1: 10, John declares that Jesus came to the world, but the
world did not know He was here. Next, John considers Israel in verse 11.
He says that Christ came to His own - that is, His own people, Israel and they did not welcome Him. Unlike the world, they at least knew He
was here, but like the world, they couldn't care less. Thus, with a brief
stroke of the pen, John has dismissed the world and Israel. Now, in
verse 12, he comes to the individual. The first word is "but," a word of
contrast. In contrast to the world and Israel, any individual who "re
ceives Christ will become a son of God."
The question is: What is meant by "receive"? Is it the subjective
"receiving" of Christ into your heart or life? The answer is no. The
word "but" at the beginning of verse 12 demands that this "receiving" is
being contrasted with the world and Israel. John is simply saying that in
contrast to the world and Israel, if any individual does recognize and wel
come Christ, he will become a child of God. Alford, the famous 19th
century Greek scholar, says that "receive" here means "recognized Him
as that which He was - the Word of God and Light of men." Another
scholar, named Plummer, says that the word "receive" in this verse
"denotes the spontaneous acceptance of the Messiah." In other words,
the way a person receives Christ is to believe on Christ.
C. Romans 10:13.

Romans 10: 13 says, "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved." Doesn't that support the concept of asking Christ
to come into your heart? Again, the answer is no. There is nothing in
that passage to remotely suggest that the person is asking Christ to come
into his heart.
Actually, various explanations of "call" have been suggested. Shedd
says, "Prayer to Christ for mercy and salvation is an act by which faith in
Christ shows itself." Ryrie suggests, "Lord, or Yahweh, is the Old
Testament name for God; thus, he who confesses that Jesus is Lord af
firms His deity."
The one thing that is clear is that there is not hint in this passage that
an individual is to ask Jesus into his heart.
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Conclusion
The biblical expression for what a person must do to be saved is "be
lieve," not "ask Jesus to come into his heart." But to clarify this point
even more, several observations need to be made.
Practically, people have been saved when this method of witnessing
has been used. I am not saying (nor have I ever said) that people have
not been saved when Revelation 3:20 was used. On the contrary, I think
many people have been saved when this verse was employed. But in my
opinion, it has been in spite of this verse, not because of it.
On the other hand, people have also been deceived by this approach.
I am personally convinced that many have prayed, asking Jesus to come
into their hearts (or lives), and were not really regenerate. But because
they were told that praying that prayer was the means of salvation, they
thought they were saved.
Trying to decide practically what does or does not happen is not the
issue. The issue is that biblically, faith is the means of salvation, and the
indwelling of Christ is the result.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. How could encouraging a person to ask Jesus into his heart (rather
than encouraging him to have faith in Christ's work) prove misleading?

2. How is an actual conversion experience more than just praying a
particular prayer?
3. What additional information should we give to someone who
tells us that he has recently asked Jesus into his heart?
4. When you are witnessing biblically, what important ideas are im
plied by the term "believe"? How essential are these ideas for salvation?

Lesson Seven

Praying People into Heaven
#25057

THINK ABOUT IT
"Prayer is not conquering God's reluctance, but taking hold of
God's willingness."
~ Philip Brooks

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
What is the place of prayer in evangelism? Can we pray people into
heaven? Is prayer for a sinner's salvation proper? What aspects of evan
gelism can we biblically pray about?

I.

Prayer should precede evangelism.
In the New Testament, prayer is often connected with evangelism
(cf. Luke 10:1-24; Acts 4:29-31; Col. 4:2-4). It comes before, not after,
evangelism. That is not to say that prayer should not take place both be
fore and after. I simply mean that if prayer doesn't take place until after,
it was done too late.
II. Pray for the believers around the sinner and for his salvation.

A. Pray for peace.
The New Testament teaches that we are to pray for peace
(1 Tim. 2:1-4; 2 Thess. 3:1-2). In 1 Timothy 2, Paul teaches that peace is

good and acceptable in the sight of God, Who will have all men to be
saved. In other words, as peace prevails, the Gospel spreads.

B. Pray for laborers.
The New Testament also indicates that we should pray for laborers
(Luke 10:2). Believers are to ask the sovereign Lord of the harvest, heav
en, and the whole earth to dispatch a labor force into the great harvest field.
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C. Pray for opportunity (Col. 4:3).
Paul asked the Colossians to pray that God would grant him and
Timothy a "door of utterance" that they might speak the Gospel
(Col. 4:3). In other words, he was asking them to pray that he would
have an opportunity to preach the Gospel.

D. Pray for boldness.
The early Christian Jews in Jerusalem pleaded with the Lord that
they might with all boldness speak the word (Acts 4:29). The Greek
word translated "boldness" simply means "plainness of speech." It is not
rudeness; it is freedom to speak openly. A burdened believer may be
given an opportunity to witness, but because of fear he may not exploit it.
So, concerned Christians need not only an opportunity, but also boldness.
Paul asked the Ephesians to pray that he might speak boldly
(Eph. 6:19). Imagine! Paul, the mighty, fearless apostle, is asking for
prayer that he might be bold. If Paul needed prayer for that, then so do we.
E.

Pray for salvation.
But is it biblical to pray that a person will get saved? In Romans
10:1, Paul said, "My heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that
they might be saved." That was not just his desire, but his prayer to God.
Furthermore, in Acts 26:29, Paul's prayer wish for Agrippa was "I would
to God that not only you, but also all who hear me this day, were both al
most and altogether such as I am, except these bonds." While the Bible
does not bother to explain how this works, it clearly teaches that we can
pray for sinners to be saved.
Conclusion
The kinds of prayers connected with evangelism are prayers for
peace, laborers, opportunity, boldness, and even a sinner's salvation. In
short, we are to pray for believers around the sinner as well as for the
sinner's salvation.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. The kinds of prayer that are important in evangelism include
prayers for ourselves. What aspects of witnessing do these prayers ad
dress? How important is this kind of praying to our success in evangelism?

2. Our prayers often make us aware of our complete dependence on
God. How do the prayers that we pray for evangelism reveal our depen
dence on God in witnessing?
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3. Prayers can also make us more alert about certain things. How
might fervently praying for opportunities to witness make us more aware
of the opportunities that God is already providing us with?
4. Where does the fear come from that often makes us hesitant to
share God's word with someone? How could praying for boldness help
to erase that fear?

Lesson Eight

Be Wise Like a Snake
#25058

THINK ABOUT IT
"I do not feel obliged to believe that the same God who has endowed
us with sense, reason, and intellect has intended us to forgo their use,"
~ Galileo Galilei

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Just before the Lord sent the disciples out to preach, He instructed
them to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. Paul taught the be
lievers at Colossae to walk in wisdom toward those that are without.
What does that mean?

I. Wisdom begins with pure motives.
A. Consider Matthew 10:16
When the Lord sent the disciples to Israel, He briefed them by say
ing, "Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves" (Matt. 10:16). Closely
connected with wisdom is being harmless. Biblical wisdom begins with
being harmless. The Greek word means "Unmixed, pure, and hence,
guileless." In other words, their motives were to help, not to harm.

B. Consider James 3:3-18.
James confirms that pure wisdom begins with pure motives. In
James 3:13-18, he discussed two kinds of wisdom; that which comes
from the world, and that which comes from heaven. In the process of de
scribing divine wisdom, he says that it is first pure. In the context of
James 3, that can only mean pure in motive, not having bitterness, envy
or self-interest. Godly wisdom, then, begins with a pure motive.
II. Wisdom means common sense.
Jesus said to be wise as a serpent. There are several Greek words
translated "wise." The one Jesus used in this statement means to be
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"prudent." That is, it refers to practical wisdom; it means being sensi
ble. Today, we would call it common sense. Applied to evangelism,
that means several things.
A. Start where they are.
Paul used common sense by starting where people were (1 Cor.
9:19-11). He acted as they acted, and conformed to their customs. He
did not do this to the point of iniquity, but to the point of identification.

B. Never argue.
Paul also instructs us that the servant of the Lord must not strive, but
be gentle unto all men (2 Tim. 2:24). The word "strive" means to "fight,
quarrel, or dispute." God's servant is not to quibble or quarrel; he must
not be irritable, intolerant, or scornful. Rather, he should be kind, gentle,
and gracious. The principle is: never argue.
C. Argue.
On the other hand, Paul argued (Acts 17:2). That is, he presented ar
guments with evidence to win people to Christ. In short, use arguments,
but don't be argumentative.
D. Use current events.
In Luke 13, the Lord used several current events as an opportunity to
get people's attention and present spiritual truth to them. That is clearly
the better part of wisdom.
Conclusion
Wisdom in evangelism is using common sense with pure motives.
It is being simple hearted, but not a simpleton. It is being smart with
out being a smart aleck.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. In what ways are those that we encounter in our neighborhood,
school or office unable to identify with us? In what ways could we adapt
more to their customs without damaging our witness?
2. What aspects of our witnessing have led to arguments and strife
in the past? How can those mistakes be avoided in the future?
3. Is our current way of witnessing persuasive? If not, what argu
ments could we use to make it more convincing?
4. Christ used current events to present His truth to people. What
current events could we exploit in the same way? How important is it for
the Christian to keep aware of such events?

Lesson Nine

What Made Paul So Bold?
1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8
#25059

THINK ABOUT IT
"Fear is faithlessness."
~ George MacDonald

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
I suspect that many Christians look longingly at believers who are
bold in their witness for Christ and wish that they were, too. Then they
decide, "That's not me, I'm just not outgoing."
How does one become bold? Is it just a matter of personality? Are
some outspoken because they are outgoing? Paul was bold. What
made him like that?

I.

Paul's boldness

A. Paul was bold.
There is simply no question about the fact that there were times
when Paul was exceedingly bold in preaching the Gospel. That's the
point of 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-2.
The Greek word translated "bold" means "freedom to speak." It is
simply the liberty to speak openly. That is all it is; boldness is not
bluntness. Our English word sometimes gives us the impression that
boldness means aggressive, blunt, crass. The Greek word does not in
clude any idea of that sort; it simply means the freedom to speak.
B. Paul was bold in the face of opposition.
Paul was not only bold, he was bold in the face of opposition. He
tells us that after he had suffered and was shamefully entreated in
Philippi, he went on to preach the Gospel boldly at Thessalonica.
Imagine! We get snickered at and we shut up. We get ridiculed
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and we shut our mouths like a locked safe. Paul got opposition and he
spoke openly. Why?
In the remainder of the passage, Paul explains why he was bold.
(Notice carefully the word "for" at the beginning of verse 3 and at the be
ginning of verse 5).

II. Paul was bold, because he was convinced that his message
was from God.
A. His message was not from men.
In verses 3 and 4, Paul is talking about his message, or more specifi
cally, about its origin. Verse 3 tells us where it did not come from, and
verse 4 tells us where it came from. His point is that his message was not
of men, nor of error, nor of uncleanness, nor in deceit. Well, if that is the
case, where did it come from?
B. His message was of God.
In verse 4, he goes on to say that his Gospel was of God. He says
that he was entrusted with it, and that God holds him accountable for it.

III. Paul was bold, because his motive was to serve people.
A. His motive was not to serve himself.
At first glance, it may appear that verses 5-8 refer to Paul's method.
However, a careful examination indicates that he is talking about his
motives. In short, he says his motive was not to serve himself.
B. His motive was to serve others.
Verses 7 and 8 detail Paul's motive. In essence, it was to serve oth
ers. He loved people and wanted to serve them. Frankly, people don't
care how much we know until they know how much we care.
Conclusion
Paul was bold to speak the gospel in the face of opposition, because
he was convinced that his message was from God, and his motive was to
serve people.
If you are convinced and committed, you will communicate. If you
are not, you won't; you will focus on yourself and be silent.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Paul's motive was to serve others, and that gave him boldness.
What might our lack of boldness be telling us about our own motives?
How can we resolve these problems?
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2. Paul overcame strong and often violent opposition throughout his
life as an evangelist. What kinds of opposition might the bold believer
expect to encounter today? How could the bold Christian prepare him
self for that opposition?
3. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:4 again. In what ways are we as believ
ers also accountable for God's message?

Lesson Ten

How Ido It
#25060

THINK ABOUT IT
"Paul's letter to the Romans is rightly the chief part of the New
Testament and the clearest gospel of all."
~John Adams

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Each time I speak on the subject of evangelism, people want to
know how I personally lead non-Christians to Christ My method is not
original, but it does work and can be easily imitated. It has been tradi
tionally called "The Roman Road."
The first thing I do is establish as much rapport with the non
Christian as possible. In a warm, friendly and tactful way, I try to find
out about him. I usually ask about his family, his work, and that sort of
thing. I want him or her to feel comfortable and relaxed.
For me, the transition from talking about secular things to discussing
spiritual things takes the form of a series of questions. I use three:
(1) Do you know for sure you are going to heaven? (The response is
usually "No," or " I'm not sure.") (2) Then I ask, "Has anyone ever taken
a Bible and shown you how you can know for sure you are going to
heaven?" (Most often that question gets a negative response.) (3) So I
ask, "May I?" Almost always they say, "Yes."
If you have not done this before, you might think those questions are
forward and offensive. My observation is that when Christians are cour
teous and genuinely concerned, people are not offended, but really desire
to talk about spiritual things.
I then take my Bible and share what is called the "Roman Road."
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I.

All have sinned (Romans 3:23).
That means I have sinned.
I read Romans 3:23 to them and point out that all have sinned. The
first thing I say is that this includes me. I have sinned. This is important,
for when we talk to people about spiritual things, whether it is intended
or not, non-Christians feel that we consider ourselves better than they.

A.

B.

Are you a sinner?
Then I ask, "If I were to ask you if you were a sinner, what would
you say?" That is as diplomatic as that question can be asked.
By the way, this is a conversation, not a sermon. It is a dialogue, not
a monologue.
C. What do you mean by that?
Assuming the person has agreed he is a sinner, I then ask, "What
would you say sin is?" I have received a variety of answers. The most
common include, "I'm not perfect," or "I've made some mistakes."
D. What do you think the Bible means by that?
I move the conversation from speculation to scripture by asking,
"What would you say the Bible says that is?" He will often bring God in,
if he hasn't before. At that point, I simply say, "The Bible teaches that
sin is breaking God's law" (cf. 1 John 3:4).
Then I get specific. If I am talking to a child or a teenager, I talk
about disobeying your parents. With an adult, I use the ninth command
ment and ask, "Have you ever told a lie?"
My transition to the next point is as follows: "We've both admitted
to each other that we've broken God's law. Any time you break a law
there is a penalty. What is the penalty for breaking God's law?"
II. The penalty of sin is death, which is separation (Romans 6:23a).
Pointing to Romans 6:23 in my Bible, I read aloud, "The wages of
sin is death." The wages of work is money; the wages of sin is death. In
other words, what I earn is death, the penalty or punishment of sin.

A.

Physical death is the separation of the body and soul.
The Bible speaks of two kinds of death, that is, two kinds of separa
tion. The first is physical death, which is separation of the body and the
soul. I explain to the person that if I were to die right now, my body
would slump to the floor, and my soul, the real me, would go somewhere
else. Physical death, then, is the separation of the body and the soul.
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B. Spiritual death is the separation of the soul from God.
But the Bible speaks of another death, one it calls a "second death."
This second death is separation from God. The place of separation is hell.
C. The penalty ofsin is spiritual death.
Now the point is that the penalty of sin is death, that is, spiritual
death; separation from God. To put it simply - hell.
My transition to the next point is, "All this is bad news, but there is
some good news."
III. Christ died in our place to pay for our sin.
I then read Romans 5:8 to the person. At this point, I ask, "What is
the penalty of sin?" (They will usually say, "death.") "Now, what did
Christ do?" (They will say, "He died.") "Put those two things together.
The penalty of sin is death, but Christ died for us. That means He died in
our place for what we did. This means that since Christ died to pay for
my sin, I do not have to pay."

A. Illustrate this truth.
At this point, I always use an illustration. Here is one of my fa
vorites: Suppose a 10-year-old boy had disobeyed his father, and his fa
ther said, "When we get home tonight, you're going to get a spanking."
Then imagine that I went home with the boy and said to the father, "Let
me take the spanking for your little boy." I know this may sound a bit
strange, but let's suppose the father agreed, and I took the boy's spanking.
If that happened, would the boy get the spanking? The obvious answer is
"No." I took his place, and I paid his penalty. Now that's what this is all
about. I have sinned. The penalty is death, but Christ died for us. Like
the case where the boy disobeyed the father and I paid the penalty, so
Christ died and paid for my sin, and I don't get the penalty of hell.
B. Emphasize this truth.
After giving the illustration, I emphasize what I have said thus far by
using three fingers to review. Holding up three fingers, I point to the first
and say, "I have sinned." Then to the second I say, "The penalty is death."
Indicating the third finger, I emphasize that Christ died for my sin.
The transition to the fourth, and final point, is to say, "There is one
thing God asks of us."
IV. Faith in Christ saves from sin.
Finding Ephesians 2:8 and 9 in my Bible, I read it to the person
aloud. Then I explain that one must have faith in Christ in order to be
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saved from sin. Works which we do for God cannot save from sin, be
cause works do not pay the penalty of sin. Thus, it is not what I do for
God that saves me, but what God has done for me in allowing His Son to
die in my place to pay for my sin.

A. Faith is accepting something as true.
I explain to the person that faith in the New Testament consists of
two elements. The first is accepting something as true. In the case of
faith in Christ, it is believing that He is the Son of God, that He died for
sin, and that He arose from the dead. I ask the person, "Do you believe
these things are true?"
B.

Faith is also trusting someone.
The second element in biblical faith is trusting something or some
one. In the case of faith in Christ, one trusts Christ, that is, depends on
Christ for the forgiveness of sins. I carefully explain that we are saved by
faith, that is, by trusting in Jesus Christ and His death on the cross to get
us to heaven. It is not just believing facts about Christ's death, it is trust
ing on Christ to get us to heaven.
Illustrate this truth.
I very often pick a chair in the room that I have not sat in and say, "I
believe this chair will hold me up. I believe it has four legs, a bottom and
a back. But it is not yet supporting me." Then I sit in the chair. Now,
I'm trusting it. I not only believe the facts about it, but I am depending
on it to keep me off the floor. It is one thing to say, ' I believe the chair
will hold me up.' It is another to trust the chair to support me. Biblical
faith is sitting on the chair.

C.

D . Invite the person to trust Christ.
At this point, I look the person in the eye and ask, "Would you like
to trust Christ right now?" That is, "Would you like to tell God that you
are willing to depend on Christ to get you to heaven?"
If the person says, "Yes," I then say, "All right, let's pray together.
This is what we will say: 'God, I admit that I have sinned, I believe Jesus
Christ died for my sin, and I want to trust Him to save me right now.'
But before you pray that, I want you to understand that saying the prayer
does not save you; trusting Christ does. So when you say this, I want you
to say it to God, and remember that this means you are telling Hirn that
as of now you are going to trust Christ to get you to heaven." When the
person agrees, I then have him bow his head, and I repeat the prayer, sen
tence by sentence, and have him repeat it after me.
As soon as we finish praying, I look at the person and ask, "If you
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were to die right now, where would you go?" If the person has really un
derstood, he will say, "Heaven." I then ask, "Why should God let you
into heaven?" He should say, "Because Christ died to pay for my sin."
F. Follow-through

When a person trusts Christ, the Bible says he knows Christ. And
yet it also teaches that we are then to get to know Him better and better.
It's like meeting a person. You know him, but not very well. Likewise,
when you first trust Christ, you know Him, but you need to get to know
Him intimately. That's done by communication. You talk to Him, and
He talks to you. Spiritually, that's Bible reading and prayer. I suggest
that the person start reading the book of Philippians.
Conclusion
As you can see, my method of leading someone to Christ follows the
theological outline of Romans and covers all the points of the message
demanded by the Great Commission.
Whether you use my method or not, you need a method of leading
people to Christ. If you don't have one, I suggest you begin by adopting
mine, and then refine it as you gain experience.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. How can you adapt the method of witnessing detailed in this
chapter to witness to those around you?
2. Look for an opportunity this week to use the "Roman Road."
How did the person you were witnessing to respond? Did anything hap
pen that you did not expect? How will this experience make you better
prepared next time?
3. Could you use the same method of witnessing if you found yourself
without your Bible handy? How can you prepare yourself for that situation?

-

Lesson Eleven

The Religious Lost
#25061

THINK ABOUT IT
"The appearance of religion only on Sunday proves that it is
only an appearance."
~JohnAdams

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Spiritually, there are at least three kinds of people in the United
States: The religious, the plagued and the intellectual. When the subject
of salvation is introduced into a conversation, a religious person will start
talking about his religion. There is another group who, when salvation is
brought up, will discuss a pressing personal problem. I call these the
plagued. And of course, there are the intellectuals who, when conversa
tion turns to the Bible, will immediately remember an objection.
These three types appear in the pages of scripture. As a matter of
fact, they all appear in the Gospel of John during the life of Christ. It is
fascinating to see the way the Lord dealt with them. He did not use the
same approach in each case. Let's see how Christ, Himself, practiced
personal evangelism. Let's start with the religious lost.
I.

Some are religious.

In John 3, Jesus Christ had a conversation with a man named
Nicodemus (John 3:1-15).
Nicodemus was a Pharisee; this word often has negative connota
tions. In New Testament times, however, Pharisaism was not all nega
tive. For one thing, the Pharisees believed the Old Testament, whereas
the Sadducees did not. Furthermore, the Pharisees believed in the exis
tence of angels and even the resurrection of the dead, but the Sadducees
denied both. In short, the Pharisees were religious conservatives.
The Sadducees were liberals.
A.
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The Pharisees were also zealous. They were so eager to keep the
law of Moses that they added law upon law. That's where they got into
trouble. They had such a tangled network of little laws, they could not
possibly keep them all. Thus, they tripped over themselves in the process
of trying to be legalistic, and they became hypercritical.
Nicodemus was a Pharisee. That meant, among other things, that he
accepted many of the truths concerning Christ (cf. John 3:2).

B.

This type ofperson exists today.

The annual religious Gallup poll for the last several decades indi
cates that 40% of all American adults attend a church or Synagogue at
least once a week. A shocking 88% say that they are Christians, meaning
that they are either Protestant or Catholic.
Thus, most of the people in the United States accept our presupposi
tions. They believe there is a God, that the Bible is God's Word, and prob
ably even have a positive attitude toward Jesus Christ. Of course, they do
not understand all the details of these presuppositions or what they imply,
but they basically have a positive attitude toward God and the Bible.

II. Religious people must be confronted with the gospel.
A. Clearly present the gospel to them.
Nicodemus came asking about spiritual things. With almost no in
troduction, Jesus said to him, "Except a man be born again, he cannot
see (perceive) the Kingdom of God." In other words, Jesus confronted
this religious man with a spiritual truth immediately. Jesus did not al
ways do this so quickly.
The principle is: Confront the religious person with the gospel in a
clear manner.

B. Show them that works will not save.
A simple presentation of the gospel may be all that is needed to
introduce the person to Christ. On the other hand, it may not. In the
years that I have been witnessing to religious people, I have discovered
two issues that very often come up and need to be dealt with. The first
is works. As amazing as it may sound, most religious people in the
United States - the ones who ought to know better - think works are
necessary for salvation.
When that subject comes up, one of the things I do is point out that
Ephesians 2:8- 11 says that salvation is not by works, but unto good
works. The other thing I sometimes do is show them John 3:16. As they
read it silently, I read it out loud. However, instead of reading it correct-
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ly, I add whatever they think a person must do to get to heaven. When
they tell me that this is not what the verse says, I point out that the verse
tells us that all a person has to do to have eternal life is believe in Christ.
C. Show them the difference between "believe" and "trust."
The other issue which must very often be dealt with is the concept of
faith. A religious person will tell you that he does believe. The problem is
that he does not believe in the way the New Testament exhorts us to believe.
I point out that the Greek word "believe" contains two ideas: Believe
and trust. In other words, a person must believe the facts about Christ and
then believe on Christ in order to be saved. I usually illustrate by saying
that I can believe the chair will hold me up, but until I sit in it, it doesn't.

Conclusion
Confront the religious person with the gospel. The problem with the
religious person is that he is religious, and because he is religious, he sees
no need for salvation. Thus, he is indifferent. It is easy for us to become
indifferent to the indifference of the unsaved. Rather, we should become
concerned, because they are unconcerned.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What percentage of Americans claim to be Christians? What are
the chances that you will one day find yourself witnessing to someone
who believes he is a Christian, and yet is actually unsaved? How can you
prepare yourself for this likely event?
2. Using a concordance, find several verses that talk about works in
the New Testament. Which verses could be used to help a religious
person realize that works will not get him to heaven?
3. What is the difference between belief and trust? How can you
communicate that important difference to someone who is lost - yet
thinks he is saved?

Lesson Twelve

The Plagued American
#25062

THINK ABOUT IT
"If any lift of mine may ease
the burden of another,
God give me love and care and strength
to help my ailing brother."
~Anonymous

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
The plagued American is one who, when salvation is introduced into

the conversation, will bring up a pressing personal problem. The conver
sation between Christ and the woman at the well in John 4 illustrates this
kind of person and the procedure to be followed when witnessing to him.

I.

Plagued Americans.

A.

In John 4, Jesus had a conversation with a Samaritan woman.
He began by asking her for a drink of water, which ultimately led to
a discussion of salvation. Once that subject came up, all kinds of issues
unravelled. The woman, indeed, had several pressing personal problems.
For one thing, she was a Samaritan. The Jews and the Samaritans had no
dealings with each other. She was also divorced and living with a man
who was not her husband. Consequently, she was a social outcast.
B.

A growing group ofAmericans are plagued.
Thereis a growing number of people in America who are plagued
with critical personal problems. They are usually more concerned about
their immediate personal difficulty than about the ultimate, permanent
issue of salvation. In this group are individuals who feel unloved, reject
ed and alienated. The bitter and the guilty are also in this circle.
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II. Cultivate the plagued with love.

A. Listen to them.
When Jesus encountered a religious person, He confronted him with
the Gospel. When He met a plagued person, however, He cultivated her
with love. His primary approach with the Pharisee was confrontation;
with the plagued, it was cultivation. Cultivation includes several things.
To begin with, it includes listening. In John 3, Jesus did most of the
talking. In John 4, He listened a lot. In John 3, only three verses record
what Nicodemus said (they were mostly questions). In John 4, nine vers
es cover what the Samaritan woman said.
When talking with an unbeliever, ask him questions about himself
and his problem, and then listen. This is difficult for a Christian who is
sitting on an arsenal of answers, but it is absolutely essential, especially
with a plagued person.

B. Identify with them.
After you listen, you will have to speak. What you say first may
determine what they hear, or even if they hear. Rather than immediate
ly diagnosing the disease and prescribing a remedy, you must first iden
tify with them.
I personally try to talk to these people until they say to me, "You un
derstand me." Needless to say, that is easier said than done. It can often
be accomplished by telling the person how that same thing or something
similar happened to you or someone you know.

C. Love them.
All people need to know that we as Christians love them, but that is
particularly true of a plagued person.
Love can be demonstrated to them by being patient with them, spend
ing time with them, listening to them, and honestly communicating with
them. When it comes to communicating love, there is no substitute for
words. Tell the person that you are concerned about him and that you care.

D. Give them the gospel.
Cultivating a person with love also includes giving him the Gospel.
Be tactful, but don' t be so tactful that your message looses its impact.
Love them, but remember that true love levels with them. They need a
listening ear and a loving heart, but those things will not solve their prob
lem. They need Jesus Christ, so make sure you tell them about Hirn.
The Gospel speaks to the plagued person. To the plagued with sin,
Jesus is the Saviour. To those unloved ones, Christ is the world's greatest
lover. To the broken hearted, He is the healer. To the rejected, He is the
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friend that sticketh closer than a brother. To the unlovely, He is the One
who never leaves us or forsakes us. Tell them about Him, and how He
relates to their problems.

Conclusion
Cultivate the plagued person with love. Listen, love and level with
them. Make personal evangelism truly personal. Give them the Gospel
and give them yourself.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. How will a plagued person likely feel about someone who is will
ing to sympathetically listen to him? How will that affect his attitude to
ward the listener's message?

2. When you have told someone else about your own problems, what
negative reactions have you got? How can you avoid making those same
mistakes when listening to a plagued person to whom you hope to witness?
3. Who are some of the plagued people you come into contact with?
What events in your own life could you share that would help them iden
tify with you?
4. What are some of the problems that people are plagued with that
make it especially hard for you to love them? What can you do to over
come this personal annoyance so that you can honestly express to them
your love and concern?

Lesson Thirteen

The Intellectual Wolf
#25063

THINK ABOUT IT
"We can learn nothing of the gospel except by feeling its truths.
There are some sciences that may be learned by the head, but
the science of Christ crucified can only be learned by the heart."
~ Charles Spurgeon

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
When Jesus sent out the twelve, and again when He sent out the seven
ty, He warned, "I send you forth as lambs among the wolves." Like sheep,
they would be defenseless, amid those who were vicious and destructive.
The wolves Jesus had in mind were religious animals. In America,
we sheep are not as afraid of the religious wolf as we are of the intellec
tual wolf. We fear that when we speak up for Christ, some intellectual
will rear his head, show his teeth, and go for out throats. How, then, does
a defenseless lamb handle a destructive wolf?

I.

Intellectual objectors to Christianity.

A. In the New Testament, Jesus encountered those who had intellectual
questions and objections.
Some were deliberately and maliciously attempting to trap him.
Others were simply not yet convinced. Perhaps the attitude of the intel
lectual is best expressed by Thomas. Though he was probably a
Christian at the time, his attitude in John 20 was exactly the same as
many intellectuals' .
Thomas said, "Except I shall see in His hands the prints of the nails
and put my finger in the print of the nails and thrust my hand into His
side, I will not believe" (John 20:25). Those who had seen the risen Lord
testified to Thomas. He listened, unmoved and unconvinced. The unani
mous testimony of all those people whose honest character he knew well
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amounted to nothing. He insisted that he see for himself before he would
believe. With such an attitude, Thomas was clearly in the camp of the in
tellectual doubter.

B. Intellectuals exist today.
Of course, this type of person exists today in America. When a
Christian brings up Christianity, they bring up an intellectual problem
With Christianity. These people either do not accept our presuppositions,
or they have an intellectual problem with some facet of Christianity.
University students often fall into this category.
II. Convince the intellectual with evidence.
A. Always begin with a reasonable answer to the stated objection.
When Jesus appeared again, He dealt with Thomas. He did not con
demn him for his unbelief, nor did He say, "You shouldn't be asking
those kinds of questions." Rather, He gave him evidence. John 20:27
says He said to Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger and behold My hand,
and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into My side, and be not faithless,
but believing." Notice carefully that Jesus began with Thomas's objec
tion and gave him evidence.
Jesus gave us the practice; Peter gives us the principle.
In 1 Peter 3:5. he instructs us to "sanctify the Lord God in your hearts
and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you the
reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear." The principle:
give a reasonable answer to the stated objection.
By the way, non-Christians usually do not ask the questions that
Christians ask. Most believers are afraid that an unbeliever will ask a
deep doctrinal question, but such is not the case. Non-Christians usually
ask basic questions like, "What about those who have never heard the
Gospel?" "Is Christ the only way to God?" "Why do the innocent suf
fer?" "How can miracles be possible?" "Isn't the Bible full of errors?"
If you are asked one of these questions and don't know the answer, do
not be embarrassed to tell him you do not know the answer. Then, go
find the answer.
B. If he will not accept a reasonable answer, go after his conscience.
It has been my experience that some people who bring up intellectu
al objections have honest intellectual questions. They want answers.
These people will usually accept good answers.
There are others, however, who will not accept the reasonable an
swer. These people tend to argue. When that happens, the issue is not in-
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tellectual; it's moral. So, pursue the moral issue. In the words of Paul,
"Make the secrets of his heart manifest" ( 1 Cor. 14:25).
In my experience, there are three moral issues behind intellectual ob
jections: guilt, bitterness and self-will. If you choose to deal with one of
these issues, do not attack the person, but tactfully suggest that it is possi
ble that behind his objection is a "spiritual problem." Mention all three
and let him choose which one he would say is his problem.
Conclusion
In witnessing to intellectuals, there are two extremes we must avoid:
anti-intellectualism and intellectualism. The balanced biblical approach
is to convince him by giving him reasonable answers and communicating
the Gospel thoroughly, so that he can trust Christ

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Why is it sometimes hard to admit to the non-Christian that we
do not know the answer to his question - especially if the question is an
intellectual one? What does this reveal about our pride?
2. Ask your pastor to recommend a book that deals with some of the
common objections to the Christian faith. Which objections do you find
to be most common in your own evangelism? What would be a good
way to respond to these questions?
3. Answering the intellectual 's questions about Christianity can
sometimes remove an obstacle, but the answers will never save him.
What can you do to keep your witnessing focused on the gospel of grace
when you are talking to an intellectual?
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